






lizard's most probable habitat, it is a near foregone conclusion that designating this area as "critical 
habitat" will be the next step for your agency should the Lizard be classified as endangered. 
However, outside of the aforementioned evidence showing a growth in Lizard population in recent 
years, biologists currently lack certainty about the Lizard's population in the area of Texas due to 
its elusive nature and difficulty of detection.21 Thus,just as with your agency's saga with the Dusty 
Gopher Frog, the designation of critical habitat for the Lizard in the Permian Basin would likely 
violate the legal standard adopted in Weyerhaeser. 

In conclusion, more evidence must be presented to show the need to designate the Dunes 
Sagebrush Lizard as endangered at this time. We urge your agency to approach the proposed rule 
with both a commitment to species protection and a thorough understanding of its potential 
economic implications-all of which could reverberate far beyond the oil and gas industry. But 
with respect to just that industry alone, the designation's effect will have inflationary implications 
for all Americans, considering already escalating oil prices due to President Biden's anti-fossil 
fuel approach to the energy sector. A comprehensive assessment of these repercussions is essential 
to make an informed decision that avoids unnecessary harm to our economy. Let the ESA fulfill 
its intended purpose without being misused for political ends. The delicate balance between 
environmental conservation and economic stability must be upheld for the wellbeing of our 
constituents, our state, and our country. 

We look forward to your prompt response. 

Sincerely, 

Z�P-
State Senator 
Texas Senate District 31 

Peter P. Flores 
State Senator 
Texas Senate District 24 

Charles Perry 
State Senator 
Texas Senate District 28 

21 Susan Montoya Bryan, Rare Lizard Found in Major U.S. Oil Palch Proposed as Endangered Species, 
ASSOCIATED PRESS (June 30, 2023), https://apnews.com/article/rare-lizard-endangered-species-list-oil-40d04848590e6769 
da3974Id902c8998. 


