c THE SENATE OF TEXAS
OMMITTEES: Carrtor OFFICE:

ADMINISTRATION, CHAIR GE.4 * PO. Box 12068
AGRICULTURE, WATER & RURAL AFFAIRS AusTiN, TExas 78711
Finvance (512) 463-0118
Heavrn & HUMAN SERVICES

TRANSPORTATION

Lois W. KOLKHORST
STATE SENATOR
DistricT 18

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Matthew Russell
March 31, 2017 512-463-0118

Senator Kolkhorst Passes Texas Port Expansion Act

AUSTIN - The Texas Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 28, the Texas Port Expansion Act
authored by Senator Brandon Creighton (R-Conroe) and co-authored by Senator Lois Kolkhorst
(R-Brenham) to provide opportunities for investments and enhancements at Texas Ports.

"Texas ports are estimated to be responsible for 25 percent of Texas' gross domestic product,”
said Kolkhorst. "Our ports are essential to the state's economy, and specifically our
manufacturing and energy industries. That's why | am proud to co-author, and pass the Texas
Port Expansion Act."”

Senate Bill 28 clarifies that Texas Mobility Funds can only be used for construction or
improvements of public roadways that will improve connectivity to ports. The legislation creates
a ship channel improvement fund to assist in the deepening and widening of port projects. The
recently passed Senate budget also includes $40 million supporting the development of roadways
to transport goods to and from the ports.

Spanning nearly a third of the Texas coastline, Senator Kolkhorst's district includes the ports of
Bay City, Calhoun, Victoria and West Calhoun, the most of any Texas lawmaker.

Senate Bill 28 now moves to the Texas House for consideration.
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