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SENATOR KOLKHORST PUSHES SCHOOL FINANCIAL SUPPORT BILL
Works with Local School Boards and Superintendents

Senator Lois Kolkhorst (R-Brenham) proposed new legislation to protect the financial future of nearly two-
hundred school districts across Texas.

Working with local superintendents and school boards, Kolkhorst filed Senate Bill 419 to continue a special
funding program that benefits two dozen school systems in her Senate district. The program began over a
decade ago, when in 2006, the Texas Legislature passed a property tax reduction package that required school
districts to reduce their tax rates by one-third. To see that students were not harmed by the reduction, lawmakers
created a program known as Additional State Aid for Tax Reduction (ASATR.)

"The end of ASATR could lead to a financial disaster for many rural schools in my area. For example, losing
ASATR could cost one district in my area nearly $4 million from a $14 million budget, an overnight drop of
30%," Kolkhorst said. "My legislation will simply extend the life of the program by six more years, giving
districts more time to adjust."

The amount of funding derived from ASATR varies by school district, and is based on the district's current
finances, and is adjusted annually. In the past 10 years, many school districts have seen their ASATR funding
phased out, but some smaller districts still have a substantial portion of their budget dependent on ASATR.
Overall, the total amount of state aid has decreased over the years from $2.25 billion to $251 million.

"All Texas school children must have access to their constitutionally-guaranteed right to a quality education,"
said Kolkhorst. "This bill is a product of many visits with superintendents and school boards across the twenty-
one counties of Senate District 18. We are confident that by extending the funding for six more years, there will
be more than enough time to accommodate schools whose funding would otherwise be cut.”
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