T

E

X

A

S

S

E

JANE

N

A

T

O

R

NELSON
CAPITOL UPDATE

FALL 2019

Senator Nelson signs Senate Bill 1 prior to filing the biennial budget. As Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Senator Nelson is the
primary Senate author of the budget.
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Dear friends,
After a productive session featuring property tax relief and public education as the headliner
issues, I am writing to update you on actions taken by the 86th Legislature.
The Texas economy continues to thrive as our state leads the nation in job creation and is
experiencing historic lows in unemployment. Our economic strength is providing prosperity and
opportunities — and healthy revenue to fund the needs of our growing state. As chair of the Senate
Finance Committee, I worked to ensure that a significant portion of our revenue — $5 billion —
was returned to the taxpayers in the form of property tax relief. Another $6 billion was invested in
public education — which, as a former teacher, I believe to be the great equalizer.
In addition to passing a balanced budget that stayed within all constitutional spending limits, the
Legislature passed over 50 bills I authored or sponsored — many based on constituent suggestions.
Among them is legislation to combat human trafficking, address the backlog of sexual assault
kits, support rape crisis centers and strengthen programs to help survivors of domestic abuse. In
addition, I sponsored bills — now signed into law — to bolster our cybersecurity defenses, reduce
opioid abuse and provide early intervention for students at risk of suicide, substance abuse or
becoming a danger to themselves and others.
This newsletter provides additional information about these and other initiatives approved by
the Legislature this session. I have also included a survey and would love to hear back from you
on these or any other issues on your mind. Government works best when there is an open dialogue
between elected officials and the people they represent.
Please know that I will continue working every day to earn the faith you have placed in me to
serve as your State Senator. It is an honor to represent you in the Texas Senate!
Very truly yours,
Senator Jane Nelson

S ession H ighlights - A ctions T aken

STAAR TEST REFORMS
The Legislature approved HB 3906,
reforming the STAAR test into
smaller end-of-year assessments with
fewer multiple choice questions. Additionally, the bill directs the Texas
Education Agency to create a pilot
program to ultimately replace the
STAAR test. “We need to prioritize
learning in the classroom, not teaching to high stakes standardized tests,”
she said.
INCOME TAX PROHIBITION
HJR 38, co-sponsored by Senator
Nelson, proposes a constitutional
amendment prohibiting the state

One of Senator Nelson’s youngest constituents shares a science project during a visit to
Lewisville Independent School District.
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Senator Nelson became the first women in
Texas history to gavel in the first day of the
Legislative Session when Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick was called away for important business.

from imposing a personal income
tax. This constitutional question will
appear on the November 2019 ballot
as Proposition 6.
RETIRED POLICE CANINE
The Legislature approved SB 2100,
co-authored by Senator Nelson,
ensuring police dogs can retire
with their handlers. This idea was
brought to the Tarrant County delegation by the county sheriff. “It is
important that these loyal dogs can
retire with their handler rather than
be auctioned off as property.” Senator Nelson said.
ZERO-BASED BUDGETING
Authored by Senator Nelson, SB
68 directs state agencies to undergo
strategic fiscal review – a form of
zero-based budgeting – on a rotating
schedule that aligns with the Sunset
process. “Agency budgets should not
automatically start with the previous year’s amount with new spending added on top. We need to start at
zero, build from the ground up and
make sure every penny is justified,”
Senator Nelson said.
SUPPORTING OUR
SCHOOLS
HB 1 and HB 3, co-sponsored by
Senator Nelson, include more than
$11.5B for school property tax relief,
compensation for teachers, and state
aid for school districts. HB 3 raises
the basic allotment, reduces recapture
payments by nearly half, and invests
in third-grade reading. It includes a
7-cent buydown of the local school
property tax rate with 2.5 percent

Senator Nelson, a former teacher, takes every opportunity to get back into the classroom and
encourage our children to study hard, and listen to their teachers and parents.

compression beginning in 2021. “We
made historic progress on public education, which thrills me as a former
teacher,” Senator Nelson said. “Education is the key to our future, and
our actions this session will prepare
our students for success in the modern workforce.”
SUPPORTING OUR
TEACHERS
HB 3 designates more than $2B to
increase the compensation package
for teachers, librarians, counselors
and nurses. It prioritizes teachers
with six or more years of service,
and provides incentives for teachers
who work in high-needs districts.
“Outside the home, there is no more
important investment we can make
in education than in our teachers.
They are the most important factor
in a student’s performance, and I’m
glad we showed teachers how much
we value what they do.” Senator
Nelson said.
SUPPORTING OUR
RETIRED TEACHERS
HB 1 includes $320M to keep health
care premiums at current levels for
retired teachers. SB 500 by Senator
Nelson and SB 12, co-authored by
Senator Nelson, invests $524M to
make the Teacher Retirement System actuarially sound and $589M
to provide every retired teacher a
13th check of up to $2,000. “We
can never truly repay our retired
teachers for their invaluable service to Texas, but I know this will
help – and they deserve it,” Senator
Nelson said.

CANCER PREVENTION
& RESEARCH INSTITUTE
HJR 12, sponsored by Senator
Nelson, proposes a constitutional
amendment to reauthorize the Cancer
Prevention and Research Institute of
Texas (CPRIT) for another 10 years.
“Cancer impacts all Texans, and our
mission to prevent and find cures for
this terrible disease must continue,”
said Senator Nelson.
SEXUAL ASSAULT &
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Having authored more than 30 bills
to help victims of sexual assault and
domestic violence in her career, Senator Nelson added $54M in the budget to address the backlog of untested
sexual assault kits. She sponsored SB
71 to establish a tele-health program

LEMONADE STANDS
Approved by the Legislature was HB
234, sponsored by Senator Nelson
to stop government from regulating
lemonade stands. “It’s unfortunate we
need to legislate common sense. Children should be allowed to sell lemonade without government interference.
We should be encouraging young
entrepreneurs – not standing in their
way,” Senator Nelson said.
CONTRACTING REFORM
SB 65 by Senator Nelson passed this
session, responding to the continued
failure of state agencies to follow
laws and procedures on state contracting. SB 65 increases conflictof-interest protections, enhances
oversight of risky procurements,
strengthens scoring guidelines, and
bolsters vendor performance tracking. “Breakdowns in contracting
across state government cannot continue. These contracts involve taxpayer dollars, and this reform bill
will hold agencies accountable and
ensure the state is not getting ripped
off,” Senator Nelson said.

Sponsored by Senator Nelson and
passing the Senate unanimously,
HB 1, the General Appropriations
Act, prioritizes property tax relief
and public education. The Legislature provided about $5B in tax relief, covered the cost of Hurricane
Harvey, addressed urgent transportation issues and met the needs of our
growing state. The budget was well
within all constitutional spending
limits and, when adjusted for tax relief, more than $3B below the growth
rate of population times inflation.
“Only in Texas would it be possible
to bounce back from a devastating
hurricane and still be in position to

give homeowners a property tax
break, teachers a raise and provide
additional state aid to our schools,”
Senator Nelson said.
House Bill 1 increases funding for
efforts to combat domestic violence
and sexual assault through multiple
avenues. New investments include
$27.9M in funding for anti-child sex
and human trafficking efforts and
anti-gang squads at the Department
of Public Safety; increases funding
for Rape Crisis Centers by $7.7M,
allowing these organizations to provide services in every area of the
state and handle caseload growth;
and $54M to dramatically expand

capacity to test DNA evidence including rape kits at state crime labs.
Along with addressing statewide
issues, House Bill 1 will directly
benefit Senate District 12 by providing a $5M grant to support the
development and construction of a
community cultural and performing
arts center in Flower Mound; $1.5M
to fully restore the historic GibsonGrant Cabin, and allocates $8M
to relocate and expand the Driver
License Office in Denton to serve
residents more efficiently. The new
Driver License Office is expected to
be operational by December 2020.

COMMITTEE
ASSIGNMENTS
Senator Nelson is a businesswoman and former
teacher who was elected to the Texas Senate
following two terms on the Texas State Board of Education. She
currently serves on seven legislative committees that oversee
the budget and other state issues:
• Finance Committee, Chair
• Transition Legislative Oversight Committee, Co-Chair
• Committee on State Affairs
• Select Committee on Texas Ports
• Legislative Budget Board
• Legislative Audit Committee
• Partnership Advisory Committee
Visit the Texas Senate online at
www.senate.texas.gov for more details.

Senator Nelson stands at a press conference with representatives
from the Texas Council on Family Violence to encourage the
Legislature to fully fund family violence centers.
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Senator Nelson and fellow legislators join Governor Greg Abbott for the signing of Senator
Nelson’s Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner telehealth program and Rape Kit legislation.
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OPIOID CRISIS
The Legislature approved three bills
by Senator Nelson to address the
opioid crisis. SB 435 establishes curriculum to educate students about
the dangers of opioids. SB 436 promotes early intervention for expectant mothers with opioid addiction.
SB 437 prevents insurers from discriminating against individuals who
purchase Naloxone or other antago-

This package of legislation will better
educate students, help at-risk mothers and remove barriers to potentially
life-saving treatment or medication,”
Senator Nelson said.

RESPONSIBLE BUDGET

Senator Jane Nelson

CYBERSECURITY
Having chaired the Senate Select
Committee on Cybersecurity over
the interim, Senator Nelson took
steps this session to protect against
cyber attacks – which are occurring
at a rate of over 1 billion per week
across state government. The budget
invested over $1B to replace legacy
systems and upgrade cyber defenses.
She authored SB 64, to help secure
the electric grid, grow our cybersecurity workforce and strengthen cyber defense across state government.
“Data is the new oil, and the state
possesses highly sensitive, highly
sought-after information that must be
protected,” Senator Nelson said.

providing survivors with compassionate, expert care from forensic
nurses. She authored SB 234 making it easier for domestic violence
victims to terminate their lease early
to escape abusive situations. She also
championed funding for rape crisis
centers and domestic violence shelters. “We made significant progress
in our effort to help domestic violence and sexual assault victims get
the justice and care they deserve,”
Senator Nelson said.

nists used to revive individuals at risk
of overdose. “As a grandmother, I
am particularly concerned about how
easy it is for young people to get their
hands on these prescriptions.

F-35 SOUND OF FREEDOM
The Legislature approved SB 240, introduced by Senator Nelson, to establish a new specialty plate for the F-35.
Dubbed “the Sound of Freedom,” the
plates recognize Texas’ important role
in the aerospace and defense industry. Senate District 12 is home to the
headquarters of Lockheed-Martin,
maker of the F-35. “Texans can show
their pride in our national defense by
selecting the F-35 Sound of Freedom
plate,” she said.

86 th L egislature

P.O. BOX 12068
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2068

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
In her introduced budget, Senator Nelson made human trafficking a priority by funding every agency request
relating to this issue – nearly $50M.
In addition, she filed SB 72 establishing a Human Trafficking Coordinating
Council to ensure that these new resources are strategically coordinated.
“Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery that cannot be tolerated,” Senator Nelson said.

by the

District Survey
1. Rank the issues you consider the greatest challenge facing our state:
Respondent #1
Respondent #2
						

_____

_____

A. Jobs & The Economy

_____

_____

B. Property Taxes

_____

_____

C. Quality of Education in Public Schools

_____

_____

D. Crime & Drugs

_____

_____

E. Health Care Costs & Patient Access to Care

_____

_____

F. Transportation

_____

_____

G. The Environment

_____

_____

H. Illegal Immigration

_____

_____

I. Other: ______________________________

2. Do you support/oppose:
RESPONDENT 1
Support Oppose

RESPONDENT 2
Support Oppose

❏

❏

❏

Giving teachers an across-the-board pay raise?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Limiting the growth of property appraisals?

❏

❏

❏

❏

The use of taxpayer dollars to recruit new businesses to Texas?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Securing our border by any means, including a physical barrier?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Red flag laws that increase the court system’s ability to limit access to
firearms for persons deemed a threat?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Making college tuition-free at taxpayers’ expense?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Giving consumers greater choice in how their data is collected and used
online?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Replacing private insurance with a universal government run program
similar to Medicare?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Texas decriminalizing the possession of small amounts of marijuana?

❏

❏

❏

❏

Increasing or broadening the state sales tax to lower school property taxes.

Additional Comments: ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

TO MAIL QUESTIONNAIRE PLEASE CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE, FOLD, TAPE AND PLACE POSTAGE STAMP.
Please return your completed survey, along with any additional comments, to P.O. Box 12068, Austin, TX 78711. Or by
email to: jane.nelson@senate.texas.gov.

Name (s) __________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________________________ TX Zip ___________________
Primary Phone ______________________________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________________________________

5

To mail questionnaire please cut along dotted line, fold, tape and place postage stamp.
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Useful State Government Toll-free Numbers
Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner
Consumer Helpline......................1-800-538-1579
Public Utility Commission of Texas
Consumer Protection Division....1-888-782-8477
Office of Attorney General
Child Support ..............................1-800-252-8014
Consumer Protection Hotline......1-800-621-0508
Crime Victims Compensation......1-800-983-9933
Office of the Governor
Information and Referral
Hotline.......................................1-800-843-5789
Texas Department of Family
& Protective Services
Texas Abuse/Neglect Hotline......1-800-252-5400
Texas Youth Hotline.....................1-800-989-6884
Office of Consumer Affairs
Hotline.......................................1-800-720-7777
Family and Community SVCS......1-800-422-2956
Foster Care & Adoption Inquiry
Hotline........................................1-800-233-3405

Texas Health & Human Services Commission
WIC...............................................1-800-942-3678
Mental Health Consumer Rights.. 1-800-252-8154
Disaster Assistance...................... 1-800-582-5233
Medicaid Hotline..........................1-800-252-8263
Children's Health Insurance Plan
(CHIP) ........................................1-877-543-7669
Substance Abuse Services............1-866-378-8440
Texas Department of Criminal Justice
Victim Services Division..............1-800-848-4284
Offender Status Line....................1-800-535-0283
Offender Parole Review Status
Line............................................1-844-512-0461

Division of Workers’ Compensation
Injured Worker Hotline................1-800-252-7031
Safety Violations Hotline.............1-800-452-9595
Texas Department of Public Safety
Driver License Customer Service....512-424-2600
Vehicle Inspection .........................512-424-7293
Emergency Roadside Assistance.. 1-800-525-5555
Texas Crime Stoppers Hotline..... 1-800-252-TIPS
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles
Hotline ........................................1-888-368-4689

Texas Workforce Commission
Hotline............................................512-463-2222

Texas Department of Insurance
Consumer Help Line....................1-800-252-3439

Texas Medical Board
Consumer Complaint Hotline......1-800-201-9353
Texas Veterans Land Board
Veterans Hotline......................... 1-800-252-VETS

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Hotline.........................................1-888-777-3186

THE TEXAS SENATE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, RELIGION, AGE OR DISABILITY IN EMPLOYMENT OR THE PROVISION OF SERVICES.

