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PUBLIC EDUCATION
House Bill 3 - School Finance
Reform (passed unanimously in the House and Senate)
Senator Taylor was pleased to sponsor HB 3 (by
Representative Huberty) in the Senate. This bipartisan
landmark legislation, drawing on the work done by the
Texas Commission on Public School Finance on which
Senator Taylor was honored to serve, represents a once
in a generation policy shift. The bill increases the state
share of public education funding, ensuring more local
tax revenues stay in the school district, prioritizing
programs that are already working within the state
to improve educational outcomes, while lessening the
burden on the local taxpayer.
Through HB 3, Texas is directing more money than
ever to classrooms while giving local districts the
discretion to spend money and resources as they see
fit. HB 3 adds $11.6 billion in additional funding
toward public education and property tax reform,
which gives districts the funding they need to invest
in students, teachers, and classrooms. Specific funding
streams in HB 3 will target state dollars towards
educating students with the greatest needs, including
low-income students and students with learning
disabilities. The spending will increase per-student
base funding by about 20 percent and includes money
to fund free full-day pre-K for eligible 4-year-olds. HB
3 also increases teacher pay and provides $2 billion in
dynamic compensation for teachers, librarians, school
counselors, and school nurses.

Senator Taylor was pleased to serve as Chairman of the
Senate Committee on Education for a 3rd legislative session.

★ Increases the basic allotment per student from
$5,140 to $6,160;

★ Monetary bonuses for districts with graduating

students that are college, career, or military ready;

★ Dedicated funding for identifying and providing
services to students with dyslexia;

★ Strategic compensation to ensure our highest

performing teachers are paid more and can
receive even more pay if placed in the highest need
classrooms; and

★ Additional funding for districts to offer an extended
school year.

On school finance reform, Senator Taylor said:
“Working on House Bill 3 has been the most
challenging task I’ve encountered as a legislator, but
it has also been the most rewarding. I am proud that
the Legislature has devoted its focus to the children of
Texas; HB 3 will fundamentally change the future of
Texas schools for the better.”

Senator Taylor welcomed Astronauts Stephanie Wilson and Tracy
Caldwell-Dyson, as well as Director of Johnson Space Center Mark Geyer,
on Space Day in the Texas Senate. Joining Senator Taylor were President
of The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership Bob Mitchell, and
Houston City Councilman Dave Martin.

In addition, HB 3 reduced the recapture paid by
property wealthy districts by $3.6 billion, or 47 percent,
over the next two-year period, allowing districts to
keep more of their own local tax revenues. HB 3 also
provides a more fair and equitable school finance
system. School district property tax rates will be
compressed, on average, eight cents in 2020 and 13
cents in 2021, which means an estimated tax cut of
$200 - $325 for the owner of a $250,000 home. Other
highlights of HB 3 include:

Senator Taylor is joined by Governor Abbott on the Senate Floor
following unanimous passage of HB 3.
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SCHOOL SAFETY & FINANCE
School Safety and the Texas Mental
Health Care Consortium
Following the tragedy at Santa Fe High School,
Lieutenant Governor Patrick appointed the Senate Select
Committee on Violence in Schools and School Security,
Chaired by Senator Taylor. The committee met four
times and heard more than 25 hours of testimony. The
result of these hearings was Senate Bill 11, authored by
Senator Taylor, which included recommendations from
the interim report on school safety and the Governor’s
School Safety Plan. SB 11 accomplished several
important steps towards protecting our students in public
schools, including:

★ Improvements to school safety guidelines statewide
and greater access to mental health resources for
students at every campus in Texas;

★ Important training for teachers and substitute
teachers on trauma-informed care and mental
health;

★ Access to a communication device that allows

educators direct contact with emergency responders;
and

★ Campus-based teams to assess risk and notify
parents when a threat is received.

The Legislature appropriated nearly $350 million to
implement school safety measures, including $100
million for school safety grants, to fund one-time school
hardening expenditures, and a school safety allotment
to compensate districts for ongoing expenses related
to school safety. Mental health initiatives received an
additional $99 million in state funding.

★ Creation of the Texas Mental Health Care

Consortium, amongst Texas health related
institutions, to improve early identification and
access to mental health services, address psychiatry
workforce issues, promote and coordinate mental
health research, and strengthen judicial training on
juvenile mental health;

★ Updated requirements of a school’s multi-hazard
emergency operation plan and requires that a
district appoint a school safety committee that
meets each semester;

★ New building standards to provide a safe and secure
environment for students;

Higher Education
This session Governor Abbott signed SB 1324 (authored
by Senator Taylor and sponsored by Rep. Turner),
which requires students that take dual credit courses
from a community college to file a degree plan with the
community college after completing 15 semester credit
hours of dual credit. Given the increased demand for
dual credit programs statewide, students and families
need more clear and consistent information, as well as
more proactive and better advising. In turn, students
will then be advised earlier on the appropriate courses
to take in order to fulfill their program and reduce the
number of unnecessary courses.
Funding for higher education totaled $21.9 billion,
an increase of $1.1 billion from the previous budget.

Senators Taylor and Alvarado welcomed the Madison Jobe
Senior Center to their state capitol in February 2019.

The TEXAS grant program, which provides financial
aid assistance to enable eligible students to attend
public institutions of higher education in this state,
was appropriated $866 million that would support 70
percent of eligible students. The University of Houston
- Clear Lake (UHCL) was appropriated $86 million,
including $5.5 million ensuring that UHCL will
continue to transition into a four-year institution of
higher education. Texas A&M University at Galveston
was appropriated $50 million including funding of the
Coastal Zone Laboratory and the Texas Institute of
Oceanography. The University of Texas Medical Branch
at Galveston was appropriated $570 million during the
last session. This includes funding for primary care
physician services, support for indigent care and $7.8
million for the Bio-Containment Critical Care Unit.

Chairman of the Senate Committee on Education Senator Larry Taylor was joined by former Education
Chairman Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick to welcome students from across Texas to their state capitol.
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COASTAL PROTECTION
Coastal Protection:
This session, great strides were made in bringing storm
surge protection to Texas. SB 2212, authored by Senator
Taylor, designated local partners for the resiliency
projects identified in the Sabine Pass to Galveston
Bay Coastal Storm Risk Management and Ecosystem
Restoration report. A total of $200 million was also
secured toward the local match requirement. Moving
forward with these projects leverages over $3 billion in
federal money to construct and improve levee systems
in Orange, Jefferson, and Brazoria Counties. This is
largely seen as a precursor to the more comprehensive
project, the US Army Corps of Engineer’s Coastal Texas
study, which includes the coastal spine that would
protect Galveston Bay and our ports.

Joint Interim Committee to
Study a Coastal Barrier:
The Legislature renewed the Joint Interim Committee
to Study a Coastal Barrier System, which is again
co-chaired by Senator Taylor. This will be the fourth
interim for this committee to continue gathering
information and public input towards bringing a
coastal barrier system to Texas. This committee has
provided a valuable forum for elected officials and
the public to stay up to date on the progress of this
unprecedented project.

Bills of Interest:
★ SB 1082 (authored by Senator Taylor)- Renewed

Joint interim Committee to Study a Coastal Barrier
System.

Hurricane Harvey Relief:
The Texas Legislature took Hurricane Harvey recovery
very seriously with almost every standing committee
passing some Harvey related legislation. As a member
of the Water and Rural Affairs Committee, Senator
Taylor was pleased to coauthor a series of flood and
disaster bills. Most notably, the Legislature passed SB
7, which created the Texas Infrastructure Resiliency
Fund to assist in financing flood mitigation projects in
an efficient and transparent manner, and SB 8 which
created the State Flood Plan to coordinate watersheds
and map out flood planning efforts. HB 1, the General
Appropriations Act, and SB 500, the Supplemental
Appropriations Act, appropriated over $3.6 billion in
natural disaster funding ranging from increased funds
for state agency response methods to infrastructure
projects and finally, funds for match requirements to
access more federal dollars.

★ SB 2212 (authored by Senator Taylor)- Designated
three drainage districts as local partners for the
Sabine to Galveston Study projects.

★ SB 500- Supplemental budget bill, secured $200

million for Sabine to Galveston, $10.9 million for
Santa Fe ISD, and $3.6 billion in Hurricane Harvey
recovery funding.

★ SB 7 (coauthored by Senator Taylor)- Created the

Texas Infrastructure Resiliency Fund to assist in
financing flood mitigation projects.

★ SB 8 (coauthored by Senator Taylor)- Created the

State Flood Plan coordinating watersheds, flood
projects, and updating mapping techniques that will
assist community planning throughout the state.

Texas Windstorm Insurance Association
86R - 2019

During the 2019 legislative session, the Texas
Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA), also
recognized as the state’s windstorm insurer of last
resort, underwent significant changes that will
benefit coastal policyholders. Senator Larry Taylor
and Representative Greg Bonnen successfully passed
HB 1900 to achieve windstorm reforms on behalf of
policyholders and were instrumental in passing SB 615
to help update TWIA services, bringing the company
into the 21st Century.

More Time for Repairs - the time for TWIA insureds
to make repairs after an event is extended to 545 days,
giving claimants more time to request appraisal on a
claim if the insured and TWIA disagree on the extent
of the damage or the cost to repair the damage itself.

Public Transparency - new legislation requires the
TWIA board of directors to accept public feedback
before voting on a proposed rate change and the
information used to support their decision must be
made available on the organization’s website 14 days
prior to the scheduled vote.

Policyholder Rights - TWIA policyholders will
receive clear communication on their right to request
a supplemental payment on a filed claim, including
the process to request additional funds and important
deadlines.

Funding Accountability - Texas property insurance
companies are now required to pay the increased costs
bill for funding hurricane losses above and beyond
what state law requires. This new requirement will
help ensure TWIA rates are not excessive or unfairly
discriminatory and that adequate funding is available
to pay losses each storm season.
Coverage Assurance - TWIA policyholders who
purchase a residential policy with replacement cost
coverage or actual cash value will now have assurance
when filing a claim that the amount of coverage is
determined at the time the policy was issued and not
the time of loss.

Extending Claim Deadlines - the Texas Insurance
Commissioner now has the discretion to extend
policyholder claim deadlines, without being subject to a
cap on the length of such extensions.

Policyholder Services - TWIA is now required to
establish an automatic policy renewal process, accept
credit cards and installment payments to simplify the
payment of premiums and provide commonly accepted
services most major modern insurers provide their
customers today.
Windstorm Inspections - Texas Department of
Insurance (TDI) will now oversee and process all
windstorm inspections.
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Proposed Rate Increases
Most recently, Senator Taylor and his fellow colleagues,
along with many coastal residents, expressed their
strong opposition to any rate increase on TWIA
policyholders. In light of public testimony, the TWIA
board of directors voted to file a zero percent rate
change at their August 4, 2020 meeting and postpone
consideration of a rate increase until the issue can be
reviewed by an independent expert, considered by a
smaller committee comprised of TWIA board members
and then taken up by the full board in a later meeting
to be scheduled this fall. Given the unprecedented
health pandemic and corresponding economic
downturn, Senator Taylor will continue to urge the
TWIA board of directors against any rate increase on
policyholders.

General Facts - TWIA

Notable

legislation of the

86th Session

*Indicates that Senator Taylor was the primary author or sponsor of the bill
Bill Number
SB2

Description
Requires municipalities that choose to collect more than 3.5% over their revenues
from the previous year to go to the voters and seek approval.

Senator Taylor’s
vote
YES

Property Tax Reform
HB 3906*
STAAR Test Reforms
HB 16

Reduces testing fatigue by breaking STAAR exam into several mini assessments,
reduces “teaching to the test” by limiting multiple choice questions, begins a
5-year transition to on-line assessment allowing for faster feedback, creates a pilot
to replace the STAAR exam, consolidates multiple exams into single exam, creates
an educator advisory panel to help design standardized tests.
Imposes civil and criminal penalties on providers who fail to provide appropriate
medical care to children born alive after an attempted abortion.

YES

YES

Born Alive Protection Act
SB 20
Human Trafficking
Omnibus
SB 69

Makes law all 14 recommendations from the state’s Texas Human Trafficking
Prevention Task Force including increasing penalties for buyers, providing “rape
shield” law protections for trafficking victims, and including continuous human
trafficking as a stackable offense.
Ensures Texas can meet its transportation infrastructure needs by dedicating some
oil and gas severance taxes to the State Highway Fund through 2035.

Dedicated Transportation
Funding
SB 1264

Prohibition of State
Income Tax
HB 8
Protections for Sexual
Assault Victims
HB 826

YES
Amends the Texas Constitution to ensure that no Texan ever pays individual
income taxes to the state. The amendment was adopted statewide by voters in
November 2019.
Removes the statute of limitations for sexual assault if the assault has not been
subject to forensic DNA testing, reduces the state’s testing backlog of rape kits,
and establishes statewide guidelines for certain crime labs to report and process
evidence.

YES

YES

Establishes a College of Medicine at the University of Houston.
YES

U of H College of
Medicine
HB 1545

YES

Expands consumer protections from surprise medical bills.

Protection Against
Surprise Medical Billing
HJR 38

YES

Allows breweries to sell beer to their customers for off-premise consumption.
YES

TABC Sunset
HB 1769*
Clear Alert
HB 2041*

Creates a Department of Public Safety Alert similar to an AMBER Alert for adults
between the ages of 18-65 that are missing and presumed to be in immediate
danger.
Improves pricing and advertising transparency at freestanding emergency centers.

YES

Freestanding ER
Transparency
SB 1037*
Balance Billing Consumer
Credit Reporting

YES

Prevents credit reporting agencies from including information on “unpaid medical
bills” in a person’s credit report in certain situations.

YES
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Useful State Government Toll-free Numbers
Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner
Consumer Helpline......................1-800-538-1579
Public Utility Commission of Texas
Consumer Protection Division....1-888-782-8477
Office of Attorney General
Child Support ..............................1-800-252-8014
Consumer Protection Hotline......1-800-621-0508
Crime Victims Compensation......1-800-983-9933
Office of the Governor
Information and Referral
Hotline.......................................1-800-843-5789
Texas Department of Family
& Protective Services
Texas Abuse/Neglect Hotline......1-800-252-5400
Texas Youth Hotline.....................1-800-989-6884
Office of Consumer Affairs
Hotline.......................................1-800-720-7777
Family and Community SVCS......1-800-422-2956
Foster Care & Adoption Inquiry
Hotline........................................1-800-233-3405

Texas Health & Human Services Commission
WIC...............................................1-800-942-3678
Mental Health Consumer Rights.. 1-800-252-8154
Disaster Assistance...................... 1-800-582-5233
Medicaid Hotline..........................1-800-252-8263
Children's Health Insurance Plan
(CHIP) ........................................1-877-543-7669
Substance Abuse Services............1-866-378-8440
Texas Department of Criminal Justice
Victim Services Division..............1-800-848-4284
Offender Status Line....................1-800-535-0283
Offender Parole Review Status
Line............................................1-844-512-0461

Division of Workers’ Compensation
Injured Worker Hotline................1-800-252-7031
Safety Violations Hotline.............1-800-452-9595
Texas Department of Public Safety
Driver License Customer Service....512-424-2600
Vehicle Inspection .........................512-424-7293
Emergency Roadside Assistance.. 1-800-525-5555
Texas Crime Stoppers Hotline..... 1-800-252-TIPS
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles
Hotline ........................................1-888-368-4689

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Hotline.........................................1-888-777-3186

Texas Medical Board
Consumer Complaint Hotline......1-800-201-9353
Texas Veterans Land Board
Veterans Hotline......................... 1-800-252-VETS

Texas Department of Insurance
Consumer Help Line....................1-800-252-3439

Texas Workforce Commission
Hotline............................................512-463-2222
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