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PUBLIC EDUCATION
This session Senator Taylor continued his service as
the Chairman of the Senate Education Committee. In
addition, he was newly appointed to the Senate Committee
on Higher Education. These appointments, along with his
service as a member of the Senate Finance Committee,
allowed Senator Taylor a unique perspective on education
policy in Texas. His education policy initiatives this
session focused on equal access to technology and highquality materials, post-secondary readiness, and school
accountability.

Learning With Technology
Senator Taylor authored legislation in the Senate to
expand Open Educational Resources (OER) in the K-12
system and he co-authored legislation that expanded
similar programs in the higher education arena. OER
are teaching resources developed by the academic or
educational community made available for free to other
educational professionals and the public. OER encourages
the sharing of ideas, fosters innovation, and cuts down
on the cost of textbooks and materials for students.
To capitalize on the investment already made by the
State of Texas, Senator Taylor legislation to create
a state repository and web portal for school districts
to efficiently evaluate and select already developed
OER to meet the needs of their students and teachers
while reducing costs for the adoption of new materials.
The legislation also created a grant program to allow
schools to receive funding for the purchase and loan of
educational technology like laptop computers and wifi
hotspots to students who would otherwise not have access
to the technology needed to thrive in today’s modern
classroom. The word “technology” was also added to the
name of the Instructional Materials Allotment, creating
the Technology and Instructional Materials Allotment,
providing guidance and intent for funds already available
to school districts for the purchase of technology.

Senator Taylor interacts with a witness during a
Senate Education Committee hearing

Senator Taylor also sponsored legislation this session
to ensure student data remains private. House Bill
2087 provides greater protection for student privacy
when using third-party education software. The bill
accomplishes this by providing clear guidance for school
districts and vendors on how to use and protect student
data. The bill also provides a strong prohibition on the
sale of student data and use of that data in targeted
advertising.

College and Career Readiness
As our economy changes, it is more important than
ever that students receive a post-secondary degree or
certification. Several bills were passed this session that
will make it easier for high school students and returning
students to receive the credentials they need for success.
Enjoying wide bipartisan support, Senator Taylor filed
Senate Bill 22, which created the Pathways in Technology
Early College High School (PTECH) program. The
program develops a direct pathway from high school to
college to the workplace and affords high school students
the opportunity to earn their high school diploma along
with an associate’s degree, a two year post-secondary
certificate, or an industrial certification. By partnering
education with local industry and institutions of higher
education, PTECH will assure an avenue to higher
education and a skilled workforce for Texas industry.

Senator Taylor visits with students from Clear
Creek Intermediate School

Senator Taylor worked to secure $25 million in Rider
69 of the state budget to help build high-speed internet
infrastructure for eligible schools and libraries. This
appropriation will allow the state to assist districts in
paying their portion of the Federal E-Rate program,
allowing school districts to access an estimated $200
million in matching federal funds. The one-time Rainy
Day Fund expenditure moves Texas closer to high-speed
internet connectivity for all of the state’s school districts
and affords every student equitable and guaranteed access
to resources.
Senator Taylor continues to be a champion of innovation
in classroom curriculum by sponsoring or authoring
legislation that increases innovation and saves parents,
students, schools, and universities more money.

The Senate Higher Education Committee also passed
Senate Bill 2118, which allows public community colleges
to offer baccalaureate degrees in nursing, applied
science, and applied technology. These specialties are
in high demand in Senate District 11 and there are
several community colleges in the area that have already
committed to providing this type of program, which
should lower the cost of higher education and make highpaying careers more accessible for our students.

School Accountability
Taking the feedback and comments offered by school
administrators, parents, and teachers in response to
the Texas Education Agency preliminary reports on
the A-F accountability system implemented in the 84th
Legislative Session, Senator Taylor was proud to sponsor
House Bill 22 in the Senate. House Bill 22 maintains
the original intent of A-F ratings, which was to provide
transparency and clarity for parents and community
members concerned about the performance of their
local districts and campuses, and simplifies the review
process and ratings system to give a more accurate
representation. The result of tremendous compromise
between the House and Senate, as well as with interested
stakeholders, House Bill 22 received unanimous support
in both legislative chambers before being signed by
Governor Abbott.
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HURRICANE HARVEY

Senator Taylor, Governor Abbott, Lieutenant Governor Dan
Patrick and Representative Greg Bonnen discuss Harvey recovery

Senator Taylor, Land Commissioner George P. Bush and
Representative Ed Thompson thank Alvin-Manvel first
responders for their work after Harvey

Moving Forward:
Issues for the 86th Legislative
Session
Looking forward, the Senate has been and will
continue to hold hearings on how we can address
new needs and better prepare for the next big storm.
The interim will be spent gathering input so that
legislative solutions can be considered during the
next legislative session. Currently, there are multiple
flood control solutions under consideration and we
have finally seen some movement getting closer to a
coastal barrier system.
The federal government recently released new funds
in response to Hurricane Harvey. This includes $1
billion for hazard and flood mitigation projects and
$89 billion in other disaster recovery funds- $10.425
billion specifically for states impacted by Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, and Maria. Governor Abbott has
indicated that we are optimistic to see a considerable
portion of that dedicated the flood prevention projects
recommended in the USACE’s Sabine to Galveston
Study, a first step toward a comprehensive coastal
barrier system for Texas.
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BUDGET 2018-2019
As a member of the Senate Finance Committee Senator
Taylor has continued to ensure that your tax dollars are
spent wisely and efficiently. Texans are blessed to live
in a state with a robust and diverse economy, but as we
experienced during the 85th Session, we are not exempt
from difficult budgetary environments. Even with those
challenges, the Budget passed by the 85th Legislature
totals $216.8 billion in All Funds, of which $107.7 billion
was State General Revenue. This represents a 3.59% all
funds increase when compared to the previous budget.
Once again, appropriations for public education and
institutions of higher education made up the majority
of state-controlled revenue at 52% or $58.7 billion. The
Foundation School Program, which is the primary (but not
only) source of state revenue for our K-12 public schools
received $38.1 billion in appropriations. This fully funds
the existing program and the growth in student enrollment
of nearly 82,500 new students per year. Education has
continued to be the number one priority of the Legislature
and will continue to be in the future.
State funding for higher education in Texas totaled $17.8
billion. This includes $1.1 billion for programs aimed
at increasing access and affordability for those seeking
post-secondary education. The TEXAS Grant program
was appropriated $786 million, the Texas “B-On-Time”
program received $18.2, and grants for students enrolled
in community and technical colleges totaled $95 million.
The University of Houston - Clear Lake (UHCL) was
appropriated $87 million, including $4.3 million for
downward expansion ensuring that UHCL will continue
to transition into a 4-year institution of higher education.
Texas A&M University at Galveston was appropriated
$52.7 million including funding of the Coastal Zone
Laboratory and the Texas Institute of Oceanography.
The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston
was appropriated $561 million during the session. This
includes funding for primary care physician services,
support for indigent care, and $7.8 million for the BioContainment Critical Care Unit.

The budget also includes $800 million in state funds for
border security through various state agencies including
the Department of Public Safety, Alcoholic Beverage
Commission, Commission on Law Enforcement and Texas
Parks and Wildlife. The Department of Public Safety was
appropriated $97 million to recruit, train, and equip 250
new troopers by the end of 2019. Additionally, $7 million
will be utilized for technology enhancements and the
expansion of Operation Drawbridge; a highly successful
technology approach to border security which places
wireless cameras along the border to provide real-time
information on the movements of smugglers, traffickers,
and other criminal activity along the Texas/Mexico border.

Summary of Conference Committee Report

Senate Bill 1, 2018-19
ALL FUNDS

IN MILLIONS

TOTAL = $216,757.9

The Judiciary
$823.6 (0.4%)
Public Safety &
Criminal Justice
$12,311.7 (5.7%)
Natural Resources
$4,544.5 (2.1%)

Agencies of Education
$80,433.0 (37.1%)

Health and Human
Services
$79,456.5 (36.7%)

Business and
Economic
Development
$31,845.8 (14.7%)

Regulatory
$630.6 (0.3%)
Article IX
$83.9 (0.0%)
The Legislature
$387.5 (0.2%)
General Government
$6,240.8 (2.9%)

Source: Legislative Budget Board www.lbb.state.tx.us, Summary of Conference Committee Report for
Senate Bill 1, 2018–19 Biennium, May 2017.

Shoring up the TRS-Care
This session the Texas Legislature passed a measure
that ensures the long-term solvency of TRS-Care so that
retired teachers, surviving spouses, and dependents are
afforded dependable healthcare coverage.
The measure increased the state contribution rate from
1% to 1.25% of public education payroll. The reforms
allow non-Medicare eligible retirees to elect a highdeductible plan and allow Medicare-eligible retirees
to opt for a Medicare Advantage Plan or a Medicare
prescription drug plan to reduce premiums.

Senator Taylor and Senator Nelson, Chair of the Senate
Finance Committee, work together on the Senate floor

Similar to what we have heard from people all across the
State of Texas, the skyrocketing cost of healthcare continues
to place substantial pressure on the Texas budget. In the
past, Health and Human Services expenditures made up
18% of the budget. Today that number has grown to over
30% and slightly over $34 billion in state funds. We will
continue to meet our obligations in providing services
to those in need, but the rate of growth for healthcare
expenditures over the last 15 years continues to make
crafting a balanced budget a difficult task, especially in
times of even moderate economic distress.

Without the actions of the legislature it was unclear
whether the TRS-Care program would have the financial
footing to continue to exist. However, recognizing the
immediate impact these reforms may have had on some
retirees, a portion of House Bill 21, sponsored by Senator
Taylor, provided an additional one-time payment of $212
million to TRS-Care.
The additional $212 million was designed to provide
financial relief to retirees and their families. This
infusion of funds helps to offset certain premium
increases as a result of the necessary reforms with
premiums reduced by $200, $25, and $50 per month
for retirees with an adult disabled child, retirees with
covered children, and retirees with spouses, respectively.
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MAJOR LEGISLATION
Bill number

Description

SB 4
Sanctuary Cities

Ensures that cities and other political subdivisions enforce federal immigration law
by prohibiting them from adopting polices, rules, orders, ordinances, or other policies designed to circumvent enforcement of federal law. Carefully crafted to ensure
peoples’ constitutional rights are not infringed upon by enacting only those policies
that have previously passed constitutional muster. (Passed)

YES

SB 5
Voter ID

Revises portions of Texas' VoterID law to ensure compliance with federal law. Establishes a mobile unit program for issuing election identification certificates to help
eligible Texas voters more easily obtain a valid form of photo ID without requiring
them to travel to a DPS office. (Passed)

YES

SB 7
Improper Student-Teacher Relationships

Relating to improper relationships between educators and students and reporting
of educator misconduct; creating a criminal offense and expanding the applicability
of an existing offense; authorizing an administrative penalty. (Passed)

YES

SB 11
Foster Care Reform

Addresses capacity and quality issues within child protective services. (Passed)

Sen. Taylor's
vote

YES

SB28
Port Revolving Loan Program

Allows the Texas Transportation Commission to use certain state funds to fund for
road projects designed to enhance connectivity between ports and establishes a
revolving fund to provide financial assistance to Texas Ports in deepening or widening ship channels. (Passed)

YES

SB 179
David’s Law

Provides for civil remedies to help prevent online harassment and cyberbullying of
children. Requires that school districts incorporate cyberbullying into their bullying
prevention policies. (Passed)

YES

HB 4
Kinship Care

Provides monetary assistance for families who care for relatives in foster care.
(Passed)

YES

Requires that most health plans provide coverage for mental health under the same
terms applicable to the plan's medical and surgical benefits. (Passed)

YES

Establishes a statewide regulatory and licensing framework for transportation network companies like Uber and Lyft. (Passed)

YES

HB 10
Mental Health Parity
HB 100
Statewide Transportation Regulation
HB 214*
Pro Life Insurance Act

Relating to health plan and health benefit plan coverage for abortions. (Passed)

HB 490
Hearing Aid Coverage

Requires most health plans to provide coverage for hearing aids or cochlear implants for children. (Passed)

YES
YES

*- indicates passed in the first called (special) session of the 85th Legislature

Protecting Consumers from
Unexpected Medical Bills
As the Texas population grows every year,
so does the need for access to emergency
healthcare. Most Texans save money by
accessing “in network” care, but increasingly,
patients find themselves in a bind: even if
a hospital is “in network” the doctors, labs
and imaging services inside it may not be. To
promote transparency and protect consumers
from surprise bills, while maintaining access to
emergency care, Senator Taylor sponsored HB
3276. This bill requires Freestanding Emergency
Centers to disclose their network status to
patients by posting a list of health plan networks
they participate in in their facility or on their
website. HB 3276 passed with overwhelming
bipartisan support in both chambers and
became effective September 1st, 2017.

Senator Taylor speaks to the American Association
of Retired Persons
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Price of Liberty
In December 2017, Senator Taylor attended the official unveiling
of the Price of Liberty Monument outside the Capitol grounds.
The monument honors the sacrifices made by the veterans of the
Global War on Terror and their families. Senator Taylor sponsored
House Concurrent Resolution 70 in the 2015 legislative session
which allowed the State Preservation Board to set aside land for the
construction and installation of the monument.
The monument is the product of two years of fundraising and
advocacy led by Colonel James Stryker and Major General Joy
Stevens of the Texas War Memorial Committee. It depicts Lady
Liberty leading a soldier away from his family and includes a hollow
base in which military families have placed dog tags and other
mementos honoring loved ones who have passed away in service to
their country.
While this monument certainly does not fully express our gratitude
to our military men and women, it will stand as a memorial and place
of respite for many years to come. Senator Taylor thanks our military
service members and their families for protecting the freedoms and
liberty of all Texans.

Senator Taylor and Major General Joy Stephens
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