BRANDON CREIGHTON

STATE SENATOR .
DISTRICT 4

March 27, 2017

Dear Senate District 4,

On March 10th, I filed Senate Bill 1964 relating to the Jones State Forest at the request of the Texas
A&M University System. Since that time, I have heard from many constituents and stakeholders and I
would like to clarify the intent of the bill.

Texas A&M has owned this treasured asset since the 1920's for the purpose of education. Tommy
Williams, Former Senate District 4 Senator and current Vice Chancellor of Texas A&M, requested on
behalf of the University that I file a bill to allow a public conversation to be held in the State Legislature.
I am asking for a hearing to discuss the merits of the University's request to use between 5-10% of the
Jones State Forest (southern end near State Highway 242) for educational purposes.

During the five months of a Legislative Session, my office listens, discusses, and studies suggested state
policy. We work hard to advance good policy and many times table policy suggestions that require more
consideration.

This is a Texas A&M request for Texas A&M use within a Texas A&M asset. Whether or not the
University uses a portion of the forest should be a public discussion. My intent with Senate Bill 1964 was
to honor the request to begin this conversation.

As an 8th generation Montgomery County resident, I cherish the big thicket, natural timberland and
foliage, including the wildlife that occupies the forest. I am not interested in clearing the forest or
destroying any wildlife.

As for the conversation, please provide me with your viewpoints. When I became a Legislator, I took an
oath to represent all of my constituents and put their needs above my own. I take this oath very
seriously. My job as a Legislator is to balance many requests and to help decide what is best for Senate
District 4.

I'm listening,
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