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The way we draw electoral districts in Texas is more than a procedural task, it’s a defining
factor in whether our democracy functions fairly for all. Redistricting should be about
ensuring that communities have real representation in government, not about giving one party
an advantage over another. Yet, we continue to see proposals and actions that aim to
manipulate district lines in ways that dilute the voting power of certain groups, particularly
Democratic voters and communities of color.

Gerrymandering is not just a technical issue; it has far-reaching consequences. When lawmakers
draw maps to secure their own political futures, they eliminate meaningful competition, reduce
accountability, and deny voters the opportunity to influence the outcomes of elections. It

creates “safe” districts where elected officials feel less pressure to listen to their

constituents, knowing their seats are practically guaranteed. That weakens the responsiveness
of our government and distances representatives from the people they are meant to serve.

Moreover, redistricting with partisan or racial intent undermines the legitimacy of our
institutions. It sends a message that some voices matter more than others, and that political
power is more important than public service. This kind of manipulation fosters cynicism,
disengagement, and deepens polarization at a time when trust in democracy is already under
strain.

Texas is one of the most diverse states in the nation, and its political representation should
reflect that diversity. A fair and transparent redistricting process is essential to building

a government that serves everyone, not just the powerful few. We need independent oversight,
public input, and strong legal safeguards to ensure that redistricting is used to strengthen
democracy, not sabotage it.

No Texan should be denied a meaningful voice because of how a map is drawn. Equal
representation is not negotiable, it’s the foundation of a just society.





