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Facts Regarding Incarcerated Veterans

‘s’ 9.3% of people incarcerated are Vets
. {Dept of Justice, 2002)

= - At 2 minimum, 90,000 Vets are released from jails annually;
29,000 from prisons

» B2% are eligible for VA services
= 70% non-violent crime offense
~® 60%havea substance dependency
= > 30% have serious mental illness
= 20% homeless year prior to incarceration
- = §0% have a serious medical problem (AIDS, Hep C, TB)

Suicide and the Veteran
National Statistics on Suicide

« The Center for Disease Control’s National Violent Death
Reporting System demonstrated that 21-25% of all suicides
are among the veteran population.

» A 2007 mortality study of 320,850 men found that veterans
were twice as likely to die of suicide compared with non-
veterans in the general population (Kaplan, et al. 2007)




Returning Veterans and Post- Traumatic Stress
Disorder

= The Military’s Mental Health Advisory Team V found’

that 15-20% of all soldiers fighting in lrag and
Afghanistan show signs of depression or PTSD
(increases to 30% for those with 3-4 deployments).

»  (Saurce: USA Today, A Fifth of Soldiers at PTSE Risk, March 7,2008 , Greg Zoroya)
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Returning Veterans and Post- Traumatic Stress
Disorder

= A study on 2,863 soldiers from 4 Army combat

infantry brigades surveyed 1 year after Irag
found 16.6% met the screening criteria for
PTSD (Hoge, C. et al., 2007)

Why Houston Needs a Veterans’ Court

*  Pretrial Services estimates between 350 to 450 vets booked
inte Harris County jall each month. Many for minor non-
viclent crimes .

= 25%of )
v3.15% of nonvetersn population®

*  HarmisCountyJall -25% of detainees with mental lliness®*

1/50f

Houston

* From: Bureat of Justice Statlstics’ Special Report: Veterons
In Prison and Joi {2000}

** From: MHMRA (2009)
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Planning a Veterans’ Court

Working with Community Partners
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Planning and Implementation of Veterans’ Court

Unique Features of Houston Court

= Development of Jail Diversion Treatment Team (Pilot
— 6 months)

= AcceptVariety of Offenses

» Accept Variety of Diagnoses

Planning and Implementation of Veterans’ Court
Veteran Eligibility Criteria for Court

= Defendant must meet the following criteria:
« Honorable Discharge, on active duty or in reserves
+  Have pending sligible misdemeanor or felony offense
+  Be a legal resident of/or citizen of the United States of America
« Bean residant of Harris and/or surrounding Counties
* Have h, T8I, and/or use di
«  Criminal offense must be reiated to the diagnosis

s Exclusions:
+  pending case is aither; Saual offenses, drug delivery or all 3G offenses with the exception of

aggravated assault.

* Prior ion or deferrad adjudi for sexual It or 3G offense with the exception
of aggravated assault.

» s seriously and mi yill and eannot

* Hes bean inated or graduated from Veterans’ Court
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*

Houston Veterans’ Court
Current Statqs of 12 Veterans

“Brain injury -7

Clean Up

= Jurisdiction for Misdemeanors and Felony
offenses

= Less restrictive language to best meet the
needs of veterans and the criminal justice
system

= Language to include the possibility of violent
offenses
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Honorable Rodney Ellis
P.O. Box 12068
Austin, TX 78711-2068

Honorable Leticia Van de Putte

Senate Committee on Veteran Affairs
& Military Installations

P.O. Box 12068

Austin, TX 78711-2068 Honorable Allen Vaught

Room E2.414

Capitol Extension

Austin, TX 78701

Re:  Veterans Court Forum
Dear Honorable Senators and Representative:

1 was pleased to see that you are hosting a Veterans Court Forum on March 30, 2010,
at the Capitol. As you know, serving our veterans and military personnel is a charge
that we all should take very seriously, especially when those veterans have issues that
can be addressed through problem-solving courts. TADCP is committed to assisting
courts across our state in establishing and improving veterans courts in Texas.
TADCP members from Harris County will be present at your forum to present more
information on these courts. In addition, TADCP is already planning our 2010
Annual Training Conference that will be held in El Paso on October 5-7. At the
conference, there will be sessions dedicated solely to training probiem-solving court
personnel on the importance of and steps to implementation of veterans courts.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and members of TADCP, thank you for your
leadership in this area. We look forward to working with you in the future on these
important issues.

While 1 am unable to attend your forum due to a conflicting court schedule this week,
please know that you have my full support. [ anticipate that many members from
TADCP will be present at the forum, and 1 look forward to receiving a good report
from those in attendance.

If I can be of further assistance to vou or if you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me at 806-7735-1023 or by email at revesiico lubbock. ix.us.

Sincere}/y’f*

VN /Z
Asz G Reyes, 1 res’admé, 3@

72™ District Court and President of TADCP




