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SENATOR DUNCAN:
Jurisprudence will come to
roll.

THE CLERK: Senat
CHAIRMAN DUNCAN:
THE CLERK: Senat
SENATOR GALLEGOS:
THE CLERK: Senat
SENATOR AVERITT:
THE CLERK: Senato
SENATOR HARRIS:
THE CLERK: Senat
SENATOR STAPLES:
THE CLERK: Senat
SENATOR WEST: He

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN:
attention, please. I would
introduce themselves to you
translation service will be
each of us who may need it.

Would you please

(Translator speak

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN:

the Senate Jurisprudence Co

OCEEDINGS

The Senate Committee on

order. The Clerk will call the

or Duncan.
Here.

or Gallegos.
Here

or Averitt.
Here

r Harris.

Here.

or Staples.
Here.

or West.

re.

Thank you. If I could have your

call on our translator now to

and explain the process in which a

provided to each of you and to

address the crowd?
s in Spanish)
Thank you very much.

mmittee,

On behalf of

I want to thank all of you
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for taking the time to come here today to share your views
with us. Governor Perry has called the Texas Legislature into
special session to consider Congressional redistricting. This
is not a simple or casual task. And it is one that we know
people have strong feelings about. We want to hear what your
views on this important topic are.

These proceedings are being transcribed so that we
can make them a part of the legislative record and can share
them with the persons who are not here today. As we consider
this issue, we are constrained by various legal requirements
that you should be aware of.

First, any plan that we adopt must comply with the
Federal constitutional requirement of one person, one vote.

If the thirty-two congressional districts are to be equal in
size, they will need to have 651,619 persons each. We will

need to draw the districts or draw districts that will be at
or very near that size.

Second, the State of Texas is covered by Section 5
of the Federal Voting Rights Act. As a result, we are
obligated to be sure that any changes we make do not result in
a retrogression in minority voting strength.

In other words, any plan drawn by the Legislature
may not have the purpose or effect of worsening the position
of minority voters when compared to the current plan, which

was drawn in 2001 by a federal court.
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Third, we need to be sure that any plan the
Legislature adopts ensures that minority voters do not have
less opportunity than other members of the electorate to
participate in the political process and to elect candidates
of their choice.

Finally, we need to conform the Supreme Court's
repeated direction over the past 10 years that redistricting
not result in racial gerrymandering.

In particular, we need to be sure that race is not
the predominant force in the redistricting process to the
subordination of traditional redistricting principles.

Members, with that, let me just do a little
housekeeping for the audience. When you speak, as we stated
earlier, your testimony is being taken down by a court
reporter who is with us today from McAllen. And that
statement that will transcribed into a booklet with your
testimony in it. It is very important for you to speak slowly
and clearly and distinctly so that the court reporter will
have an opportunity to get your testimony accurately and
audibly. She will not interrupt you if she does not
understand a word or it is too fast, so be sure and speak as
clearly as you can.

I will tell you from the beginning, members of the
audience and citizens and constituents of the fine area of the

Valley and Hidalgo County and McAllen that we are very pleased
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to be here. We look forward to being here in your beautiful
city to speak with some of the greatest people in the State of
Texas about this issue of redistricting.

I am proud to be on this Committee with the senators
with me today. In every place that we have been, we have
listened. We have taken the testimony and we have enjoyed and
learned a lot from what we have heard. ©None of the members of
this Committee, that I am aware of, have a plan drawn. We are
here to hear you before any plan is drawn by any member of
this committee. We want to make sure that what we do is
responsive and reflective of what we understand the testimony
to be. And we appreciate your being here today to voice your
opinions and your concerns whether it is for or against
redistricting.

We have found in our other hearings that a time
limit is very important for the purpose of allowing everyone
an opportunity to speak. If we do not have a time limit, many
of you will be here for many hours and may not be able to
speak because we will simply run out of time. We are
scheduled to be in Houston tomorrow. We have found that a
time limit of five minutes works very well.

At this time, I will entertain a motion to limit the
time limits or limit the time for each speaker to five
minutes.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Mr. Chairman, I make that motion.
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CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Senator Gallegos moves that we
limit the time 1limit for all speakers to five minutes. The
Clerk will call the role.

THE CLERK: Senator Duncan.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Yes.

THE CLERK: Senator Gallegos.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Yes.

THE CLERK: Senator Averitt.

SENATOR AVERITT: Yes.

THE CLERK: Senator Harris.

SENATOR HARRIS: Yes.

THE CLERK: Senator Staples.

SENATOR STAPLES: Yes.

THE CLERK: Senator West.

SENATOR WEST: Aye.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: There being six ayes and no nayes,
the time limits will be limited to five minutes.

Whenever you are speaking, we will set a timer. And
you will hear the timer beep. And at that point in time, I
will signal to you that your time has expired and we will ask
you to wrap up your testimony as quickly as possible. Many of
you may find that you want to give us a little time back and
we certainly don't object to that. But we do ask you to keep
your testimony to the time limits. If you have written

testimony, we ask that you submit it but we also need that in
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order for it to be a part of the record to be accompanied by a
card or at least if you have already turned in a card, you can
turn in your written testimony separately. But we do need a
card filled out before we can put your -- your written
testimony into the record.

With that, I have deferred to the members of the
Committee to make an opening statement in deference to our
Congressman, I wanted to allow him to welcome us to McAllen.
Congressman Hinojosa, would you approach and address the
committee.

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: Thank you, Chairman
Duncan. I wish to have this opportunity on behalf of the 15th
Congressional District to welcome you and this panel of
distinguished state senators. On behalf of the City of
McAllen area and the surrounding area, we thank you for having
selected McAllen as one of the sites.

There are several of us who have prepared
statements. And I ask unanimous consent that at the
appropriate time when I begin the use of the five minutes that
should I not be able to complete my prepared statement that
the entire statement be made a part of the official record.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you. We will call on you,
Congressman, as one of our elected officials in the beginning.
And I would respectfully request that when you reach your time

limit, that you at least try to be deferential to those others
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in the audience who would also like to speak.

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: I will respect that
and I will bring it to a close if that is necessary. But I do
request unanimous consent that it be allowed in its
completion. And I will submit it in writing.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you. Senator Hinojosa is
our host here today, along with Senator Lucio. Senator Lucio,
as many of you know, has had a heart attack earlier and is
recovering well from that. But we -- and I think his doctors
requested him that he take it easy so that he can go fight the
battles for the Valley as quickly as possible. He has asked
me to read this letter to you and to the members of the
Committee. This is a letter from Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr.

"Dear Chairman Duncan, I hope and you other members
of the Senate Jurisprudence Committee have a successful
meeting in McAllen today and as well as in the other cities
you will be visiting this week. Unfortunately, due to
doctors' orders, I will be unable to attend any of the
hearings this week. No one understands more than I do the
importance of obtaining input from the citizens that will be
impacted the most by the decisions we will make during this
special session.

Though I will not be able to attend, I will be
tracking the committee hearings on the internet, through

written transcripts, and by having Mr. Paul Cowan, my chief of
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staff, attend as many of the meetings as possible. This will
allow me to make the best decisions for the people of South
Texas.

I salute you and the other members of the Committee
for taking this time away from your families and your
businesses to hear what the citizens of Texas have to say
about redistricting and how it will affect their communities.

I know that the people of Hidalgo County and all of
South Texas, whom I have had the honor of representing in the
Texas Senate, are all extremely appreciative that you are here
today to listen to them.

My prayers are with you and I look forward to seeing
you in Austin next week. Sincerely, Eddie Lucio, Jr., State
Senator."

With a copy to all Committee members and the
Honorable David Dewhurst, Lieutenant Govenor of the State of
Texas.

I know I speak on behalf of the Committee to say
that we are very proud to have Senator Lucio as a member of
this Committee and know that his input and -- will be very
well heard. And we look forward to his return to assist us in
evaluating the issues that we will be looking at in
redistricting.

Senator Hinojosa has been a significant help in

helping us put together this Committee meeting. And I
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appreciate very much his time.

Senator Hinojosa, would you like to address the
audience?

SENATOR HINOJOSA: Thank you, Chairman Duncan. I
just want to welcome the Committee to the City of McAllen, the
Rio Grande Valley. I would also like to say to the general
public that on the Senate side we do not have a hidden agenda
or a map drawn already in place. But we are here to listen,
hear what you have to say, respect your opinions, and follow
the rules, the laws and protocol. And that's the way the
process should work. And, again, I want to welcome the
Committee to my home town, the City of McAllen. Thank you,
Senator.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Senator. We are sure
proud to have you with us today and appreciate all your hard
work that you have done in the Texas Senate. And we are
really proud to serve with you. I know all of us from all
different areas of the State have certainly benefited from
your leadership and the leadership of Eddie Lucio, who you guy
-- you guys really do a good job of keeping us advised as to
what are the important issues for South Texas. And you
certainly have been successful in doing a lot of great things
for your region. So thank you for all -- all that you do for
Texas and your constituents.

Senator Harris, do you have opening remarks?
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SENATOR HARRIS: My name is Senator Chris Harris.
Today --

SENATOR WEST: His mic is not on.

SENATOR HARRIS: -- today -- today I filed a map.
The map which I have filed today is the current court-ordered
plan. Now, that is what is on file as far as the Senate. As
far as from my standpoint, in any way, and I stress this, in
any way looking at what the House has done, because there has
been some questions raised. I saw it in the questions that
people were handing. I have not looked at any plans. I did
not even look at the current lines when I instructed my staff
to file the current district as drawn by the court.

Now, it is imperative from my standpoint that we as
members of the Senate do as we are doing today. And that is
to get input from the people of Texas. Your input is
extremely valuable to me. And I am coming into this process
with no preconceived conceptions, with no magic number. I
have refused to talk to Representative King. I have never
talked to anyone, anyone directly or indirectly related to or
representing Congressman DelLay. And it will continue to be
that way on my part. If there is to be anything done where I
am involved, it will be by the Senate and by the Senate based
on the input of you, the citizens we represent.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Senator Harris. On the
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Committee, Senator West.

SENATOR WEST: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
You know, I am not going to sit up and tell you that I am for
redistricting, because I am not. The fact of the matter is
that I am part of a committee. I respect each and every one
of the individuals on the Committee. And that this in fact a
committee process. It takes 21 votes in order to get anything
out of the Senate. The question remains whether or not there
are 21 votes in the Senate to get a redistricting plan out of
the Senate, Congressman Hinojosa. That's what it comes down
to.

I can tell you this, we are here to listen to you,
and not just allow you to talk. And there is a difference
between the two. If during this process I don't believe that
you are being listened to, you will know. And then it will be
up to you to decide whether or not to come to Austin to make
sure that your testimony before this Committee is in fact
heard and that your views are considered during this
redistricting process.

It is important that you understand that America is
watching what goes on in this state, because what goes on in
the State of Texas will have implications about what goes on
in the rest of this country. I am here to listen to you. I
am here to make sure that your voice is heard in Austin.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Senator West.
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(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Vice-Chairman Gallegos.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
(Comments in Spanish)

(Applause)

I am -- my name is Mario Gallegos. I am from
Houston, Texas. And I am Vice-Chairman of this Committee.
And I, like my -- some of my colleagues -- am against
redistricting, but I do respect the process. And I do have
similar feelings that were aired out earlier with the --
especially the GI Forum, the farm workers, and several of you
sitting in this -- in this crowd today. But I -- what I do,
though, respect is the process and that we hear each and every
one of your voices, your input on redistricting, what you have
to say, no matter who you are or what your party affiliation
is. You know, I would like to hear what you have to say. And
I agree with Senator -- my colleague, Senator West. If at a
point that you feel that we are not listening or -- you can
also go to Austin and have your voices heard there.

I do want to say that I am glad to be here in
McAllen. I have several family members here in McAllen and
Mission. My wife was born in Mission. Our host, Senator
Hinojosa, and also the other elected officials that are here,
Congressman Hinojosa, the state Rep Aaron Pena. I think I saw

State Representative -- (applause). I think I saw State
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Representative Miguel Wise. I think Miguel is here. And the
other state reps that I saw here earlier, and plus the local
elected delegation that -- from here, the mayor. And also my
good friend the Judge of Hidalgo County, Judge Ramon Garcia
that is here also that I am glad to see.

But with that, I, like I said, I do want to say that
in reference to Senator Harris' remarks, that to my knowledge
we have not filed any bill other than the bill that he said
that he filed. But I do, once again, like I did in Laredo,
caution the Committee that any bill that is filed that
violates the Voting Rights Act like we did in -- Mr. Chairman,
I would -- the testimony that I gave in Laredo, I would like
to enter it here in McAllen, the same testimony for part of
the record, is that if any bill is introduced in the Senate or
in the House that dilutes a majority/minority district similar
to that as Senator Whitmire that we have on transcript, U.S.
Senator John Cornyn and our Lieutenant Governor, then Land
Commissioner, saying that they went -- that the Senator went
to Washington and testified per transcript, we have it on
transcript, that if we were to dilute Senator Whitmire's
Senate District 15 in Houston, we would probably get a
Department of Justice Violation, an objection from the
Department of Justice. And, obviously, at that time, the
Legislative Restricting Board took heed. We have their

testimony. It's on transcript.
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And I would -- I would ask the same of this
Committee. Any bill that is filed that dilutes any -- or
gerrymanders any -- any congressional district like was what

was fixing to be done to Senator Whitmire's Senate District in
—— in -- in 15, that we be cautious about it, number one, that
we object to it. And not have -- and not any gerrymandering
of Congressman Hinojosa's district or anybody else's
regardless of who they are, whether they be Republican or
Democrat, that those gerrymandering or diluting of majority
minority districts be strenuously viewed by this Committee and
also looked at, that the same transcripts that the LRB

testified to during the last Legislative Redistricting Board.

Mr. Chairman, that's what I have. And I am -- I am
glad to be here in McAllen and await your -- your input.
Thank you.

(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman.
Senator Staples.

SENATOR STAPLES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It is an
honor to be here with you today in the Rio Grande Valley. My
name is Todd Staples. I represent the eastern part of
Texas --

(microphone adjustment)

SENATOR STAPLES: Thank you. My name is Todd

Staples. I represent all or part of 16 counties in east Texas
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going up against the Louisiana border. It is honor to be here
with you today in the Rio Grande Valley. I know that time and
distance separates my part of Texas from yours, but I want you
to know that this is a process that works for all Texans and
it must do so. Because I know that I am one vote out of 31.
And it is an honor to work with your elected senators, Senator
Hinojosa, Senator Lucio, to make good policy for all Texans.

We are today here to listen to your concerns and
your voice and your input in this process. There are many
things that unite us, our schools, our safety, our roads, our
healthcare. And I -- it is important that each citizen
participate in the process. I think today we have seen
firsthand how government really works. And we have a greater
appreciation for the sacrifices that have been made. And we
look forward to your voice and your input into this process.
Thank you.

(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Senator. Senator
Averitt.

SENATOR AVERITT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am
very happy to be here in McAllen today. And I am glad that
you-all are here as well. We have been having these hearings
and getting some really valuable input into this process. And
your comments that you will make today do mean something. We

are listening. And what you are telling the panel, what you
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are telling the Senate today will be reflected in the
decision-making process that we go through. So I am very
happy that so many have turned out. And we look forward to
hearing your comments. Thank you.

(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Senator Averitt. We
have -- you have heard from each of the members of the
Committee. Senator Lucio you have heard from as well. We
also have had the pleasure and honor of being accompanied by
other senators throughout the hearings who are interested in
hearing what you have to say as well, even though they don't
serve on the Committee.

Senator of Kyle Janek of Houston has been with us on
each of our hearings. His son got bit by a spider yesterday
and so he had to go and I think everything is okay. But he is
having to attend to that. We've also had the pleasure of
Senator Jeff Wentworth from San Antonio from being here today.
Senator Wentworth. And then Senator Craig Estes who is also
with us today from Wichita Falls.

Members, with that, let me make one more
announcement. Yesterday, I gave a big lecture about not
having your cell phone on because it interrupts those who are
speaking and also those of us who would like to hear, yet I
forgot to turn mine off and it started going off. Let me,

once again, remind you, please turn off your cell phones or
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any audible alerting messaging device that might interrupt
others. We want to make sure that we are not -- I don't know
if you have ever been talking and somebody's cell phone is
going off, but it really is annoying to you, the speaker, and
also to those of us who are here listening. So I am turning
mine off and if you will turn yours off, we will all be on the
same page. I think I just turned mine on. I already had it
off.

But we appreciate your being here today. We will
start with our -- our first witnesses. We will call
Congressman Ruben Hinojosa. Congressman, thank you for being
here and for your help today.

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: Thank you, Chairman
Duncan, members of the Senate. I am pleased to be standing
before you here today, but I wish that it was to speak on
another matter. Let me begin by saying that I am, without a
doubt, entirely against redistricting the current lines of the
Congressional Apportionment Map of the State of Texas.

I am against this action because I am a patriot of
Democracy, equal representation for my community. Under a
Democratically-elected representative government, the people
elect the representatives and not the other way around. Under
a Democracy, the people voice their concerns and their
representatives make it law. By taking up redistricting now,

current GOP representatives would be selecting their
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constituents and ignoring the massive outcry Texans, both
Republican and Democrats, have expressed against
redistricting. 1In fact, I believe that of those that have
spoken at the redistricting hearings across the state, 75
percent have implored the State Legislature to vote against
any and all redistricting proposals.

Now, while I recognize that many have said that it
is the State Legislature's responsibility to redistrict the
current lines and they have not, let me remind you of a few
facts. In 1981, after the census count, the governor of Texas
called a special session to redistrict the seats of the
elected government, noting the arduous nature of this task.
In 1991, again the governor called a special session to
redistrict the elected seats of government. And here in 2001,
Governor Perry had his chance to call a special session to
perform redistricting in the legislature, but he decided not
to and let the courts decide.

Now, after Republican dissatisfaction with the
federal court's decision, Governor Rick Perry and Tom DeLay
finally want to redistrict, but it is too late and the work
has been done. To take up redistricting now is unnecessary,
unprecedented and costly to the tax payers of the great state
of Texas.

The case is made even worse when one looks at the

manner Rick Perry and Tom DelLay want to redistrict. Their
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plans are unconstitutional and violate the Voting Rights Act.
Congressional Districts are drawn once every 10 years
following a census. And that is the normal procedure. No
state has ever undertaken mid-decade congressional
redistricting unless ordered to do so by a federal court. And
the Texas Legislature is under no such order.

Furthermore, the Texas Attorney General, on April
the 23rd of 2003, confirmed that the Texas Legislature is not
constitutionally nor legally-mandated by state nor federal law
to address congressional redistricting and that the current
Texas Congressional map can remain in effect for a decade.

In addition, Texas has never conducted simultaneous
public hearings across the state and never held such an
abbreviated schedule of hearings. In the past, the entire
House, the Senate, redistricting committees conducted hearings
together and hearings were never held in two or more different
cities at the same time.

The current Texas Congressional District Map is
constitutional. It complies with the Voting Rights Act and is
fair to both parties. 1In fact, 62 percent of the districts
actually favor the Republicans. Texans are simply electing
who they want to be their voice in Washington, which means
that right now voters only want 15 Republicans in Congress and
they want 17 Democrats. It is just that simple.

Finally, I believe that we are at a critical time
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for minority representation across the State of Texas. In
three years, the Voting Rights Act will be up for
reauthorization. And, judging from the voting records of my
fellow Republican colleagues, Tom Delay's plan will guarantee
the election of enough Republican members to ensure that the
reauthorization of this vitally important civil rights act is
defeated.

By defeating the voting rights act minorities,
Hispanics, African-Americans alike will be packed into
districts and their voices suppressed. Instead of having
eight minority congressmen and congresswomen in the Texas
delegation, in a few years, we could go down to two or three
congressmen and congresswomen. This redistricting plan is the
prelude to this great injustice.

And that is why if redistricting is undertaken
today, minorities across Texas will be defeated every day. We
lose our right to elect our representative of choice. We lose
our right to have our voices heard. And, for this reason,
plus countless others, let the message be clear. A vote for
redistricting is a vote against Hispanic-Americans, against
African-Americans, and against women.

To stand tall and ensure the future representation
of the Hispanic and African community we must vote against
redistricting. TIll-gotten gains today will only lead to

massive losses in the future. We need to move forward and not
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backwards. And the key to this forward motion begins with
defeating Tom Delay's attempts to redistrict the current
Congressional lines.

And, with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back the
balance of my time.

(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Congressman. Do the
members have any questions. Senator West. Congressman,
Senator West has a question.

(Applause)

SENATOR WEST: Congressman, in terms of influence
districts in the State of Texas, congressional-influenced
districts, those districts that minorities have an influence
in, could you share with us what some of those districts are
under the current plan, if you know?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: Well, I can tell you
that on the Texas border region, Congressman Reyes is very
influential, so is Congressman Ciro Rodriguez, so is
Congressman Solomon Ortiz. I am the fourth one along the
Texas border region. And, in my opinion, they, together with
Charlie Gonzalez and Ciro Rodriguez of San Antonio, as well as
Eddie "Breeze" Johnson and Sheila Jackson-Lee, are the
minorities who are a very strong voice and are making a
measurable difference in Washington.

SENATOR WEST: Are there any other Democrats that
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normally vote with the minority members of congress that you
just mentioned?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: Yes, there are.

SENATOR WEST: And who are those Democrats, sir?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: Those Democrats,
especially Martin Frost, Max Sandlin, Jim Turner, Nick
Lampson, our friend from West Texas, Charlie Stenholm, those
are the ones that come to my mind. I hope I haven't missed
anyone.

SENATOR WEST: Do you know whether or not any of
those districts have a substantial minority representation in
those districts?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: No question about
it. Charlie Stenholm is an excellent example of that, a
Republican-voting congressional district that had a huge vote
for President Bush and yet he was elected by the people.
Another example would -- another example would be Chet Edwards
from Waco.

SENATOR WEST: I think you misunderstood my
question. My question was in some of the Democratic districts
that you just mentioned, are there a substantial number of
minorities in those districts? That is for Martin Frost, for
Nick Lampson and some of the other Democratic senators, that
you just mentioned, do you know --

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: The answer is yes, no
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question that in Martin Frost's congressional district up
around the Dallas/Ft. Worth area that there is a large number
of Hispanics and African-Americans. The same thing would be
in the case of Nick Lampson and others throughout the state.

SENATOR WEST: So minorities have basically chosen
those individuals to represent their interests. Is that
correct?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: That is correct.

SENATOR WEST: And based on your observation of
their vote, voting pattern while serving as a congressman,
have they voted, I shouldn't say consistently, but most of the
time with the minority interests?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: To the best of my
knowledge, they do.

SENATOR WEST: Okay. If those seats are
redistricted out, would that hamper any type of leadership or
influence that minorities currently have in Congress as
relates to those issues that those persons currently vote for?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: It is possible,
Senator West, that that could occur. I am very concerned that
that could happen.

SENATOR WEST: Do those individuals hold any type of
leadership positions in Congress?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: Most of those

individuals have senority. In many cases they are the ranking
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members of their respective major committee. Good example
would be Chet Edwards in Appropriations for the Military.
Another example, of course, would be a Democrat like Solomon
Ortiz, who is the ranking member of Military Preparedness. As
is Martin Frost, who is the ranking member of the Rules
Committee, a very powerful committee.

SENATOR WEST: So if there is --

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: There are many
minorities. There is at least 19 who are ranking members,
including myself as the ranking member of the Select Education
Committee, who, if removed from office, could possibly have
someone else who would lose that -- that seniority and
certainly hurt the area that they represent.

SENATOR WEST: Thank you very much, sir.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Senator West. Any other
questions, Members?

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: I thank you for the
opportunity. And I am going to make one final request. And
that is that I called many of the elected officials from
Hidalgo County and the surrounding area, including state
representatives, the county judge and others. I know of their
very busy schedules. Some have left other meetings to come
and testify before you. Would you allow them to go first?

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Congressman, we usually allow

elected officials to -- who are elected --
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U.S. REPRESENTATIVE HINOJOSA: Thank you. That's
all I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: -- by the local people to speak
and set the -- at least the base for the testimony here today.

I would like to, once again, ask you if you cut your
cell phones off so that others -- I appreciate it.

We have former Congressman Kiki de la Garza.
Congressman.

(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you. Proud to have you
here. Thank you for being here.

Mayor Leo Montalvo. Mayor. And if you could state
your name for the record so she will have that in the record
it would be very helpful.

MAYOR MONTALVO: My name is Leo Montalvo. I am the
mayor of the City of McAllen. And, Senator, it is certainly a
privilege to welcome you and the Committee to our city. Also,
I want to express my appreciation to the GI Forum for their
position on redistricting and their willingness to have a
hearing in Corpus Christi.

I am here today not -- not as a Democrat, not as a
Republican, but as a concerned citizen who is really troubled
about redistricting because the plans that have been offered
split Hidalgo County in three ways, split McAllen in three

ways.
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I don't come here to defend either Congressman
Hinojosa, although he is doing an excellent job. But I feel
that if we keep Hidalgo County whole, then we will elect
whoever we want to office. One of the plans that is being
offered slices up the county and takes it all the way to
Austin, Texas and Lockhart. Now, if that's not
gerrymandering, I don't know what is. (Applause)

There is -- as a matter of fact, that particular
district looks like a salamander. And there is nothing fair
or equitable about that plan or similar plans that purport to
slice up the county.

The explosive growth in Hidalgo County is quite
evident over the last decade. We have got over 652,000
people, the so-called magic number to have your own
congressman. And, yet, we are being sliced up, instead of
having one more with nearby communities, the one we have is
being taken away and handed to Austin, Texas and Lockhart. If
that's -- you know, to me that is almost criminal.

Now, the Hispanic population in Texas, or at least
the growth in Texas, is attributed to 60 percent of the
Hispanic population throughout the state. I haven't seen any
plan yet that increases the Hispanic representation in this
state, none at all. Quite the contrary. (Applause) Quite
the contrary. It dilutes that very representation that exists

now. And so I see nothing fair or equitable about that plan
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either.

If you must redistrict, I would urge you to keep
Hidalgo County whole and to add another border district. I
think the Hispanic community in Texas not only deserves it, it
has earned it. (Applause)

You know, ironically -- ironically enough, today,
being the first Tuesday of the month, was foreclosure day
throughout every courthouse in 254 counties of this state.
Foreclosure as far as real estate matters were concerned. To
foreclose today, to foreclose our representation is an insult
to the Hispanic community.

Again, I would urge you to expand that
representation and not foreclose it. Thank you very much,
again, for being here and listening to us. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Mayor, for hosting
this.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: I got a question.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Senator Gallegos has a question,
Mayor. Senator Gallegos.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Yes, sir. Mayor, let me ask you,
you said that one of the plans splits up McAllen and part of
Hidalgo County. Is that what you testified to?

MAYOR MONTALVO: It splits up -- it splits up
Hidalgo County in about three ways and also the city in three

ways. It starts --
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SENATOR GALLEGOS: The City of McAllen?

MAYOR MONTALVO: Yes, sir.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Okay. So -- and it is your
testimony that you want to keep it whole --

MAYOR MONTALVO: My -- my position is we want to
keep the entire county whole.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Okay.

MAYOR MONTALVO: You know, we have got 669,000
people in this county, well over the 652,000 requirement. If
you look at our 1990 census versus 2000, explosive growth of
about 56 percent.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: I just -- I wanted to make that
clear for the record, because we heard the same testimony from
the mayor of Laredo, which is the splitting up her city in to
two ways and the county also. So you are basically almost,
you know, mirroring her -- her testimony in Laredo, that you
want to keep, number one, McAllen whole and the county of
Hidalgo.

MAYOR MONTALVO: Hidalgo County whole. And, again,
you know, nothing against Austin, Texas or Lockhart, but let
me assure you that there is very few common elements between
the two communities. Okay? Especially when we are 300 miles
away.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Okay. Thank you. Thank you,

Mayor.
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MAYOR MONTALVO: Thank you.

(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Any other questions. Thank you,
Mayor, for allowing us to be here today in your great city.

I do have an announcement to make. Susie Luna
Saldana, who is here from Corpus, with those of you who
traveled from Corpus, has asked me to announce that the busses
to Corpus will be leaving in about two minutes. So if you are
on that bus, and you want to take it, well, it is out there.
And I just was advised. And then we will see you in Corpus
Christi next week.

The Chair calls State Representative Aaron Pena.

REPRESENTATIVE PENA: Good to see you. (Applause)
Senator, Duncan, senators, I also welcome you to my
community. We are a very proud community. We are rich in
culture, strong in our family ties. We are, however,
economically disadvantaged. We have the highest unemployment
rate in the state. And, to be quite frank, we -- we see
education as the ticket out of poverty. For many of us, we
are bewildered as to why we are even here when we need to be
taking up the issue of education financing. We have other
important issues that are much more important to this
community than redistricting. There is, to be quite honest,
not a groundswell of support for redistricting. In fact, it

is to the contrary. Each and every one of your hearings, both
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in the House and as you will find from the Senate, will find
overwhelming opposition from rural Texas, from South Texas,
from urban Texas against redistricting.

And I have two primarily -- two primary objections
to it. One, it's inherently wrong. We don't need to be doing

this. But, two, and more disconcerting, is that it divides

Texans. It polarizes us into different communities rather
than uniting us. This -- this community has one -- is
culturally identifiable. We -- we probably have more in

common with Northern Mexico than we do with San Antonio or
Austin. And so when we see a district that -- that takes us
up to Austin, from the colonias of South Texas on the river,
we just don't see any -- any reasoning for it. And we -- we
with would did ask that you -- that you follow the suggestion
by Senator Harris, that we stay with the same plan because
there is simply no reason to put us together with Austin. We
are happy with the congressman we have.

As you all know, because I serve with you up there,
this state simply does not have the funds to invest in the
educational systems of our state and our children. And
perhaps one day and together we can do that. But we are
heavily dependent on our federal government for assistance to
pull ourselves out of poverty. Without a congressman,
Senators, we are not going to be able to do that. It is

simply wrong that we are going through this process.
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I was particularly disturbed by a comment made by
John Alfred. I don't know if you-all know who he is. He is a
professor at Rice University. He was an expert witness for
Governor Perry in the 2001 redistricting process. And he
stated that at the time they knew full well or it was known
full well that the state was going to go into republican
control. But, rather, they waited, let the courts decide and
left it to us this session. Now, you-all would probably know
this better than I, but my suspicion is that the governor
simply did not have the votes to get it out of the Senate and
probably not the House. But we had an opportunity to go
through redistricting and there is no reason for us to go
through it again. Certainly there is no reason to be the one
state that is going through redistricting when no other state
has gone through the process outside of the census -- the
census year.

The other part that disturbs me is the polarization
aspect of redistricting itself. It -- it has been
commented -- commented by people, Richard Murray, political
scientist from the University of Houston, who says that the
current suggested map will eventually leave Texas without a
single non-Hispanic district represented by a Democrat. To
quote Mr. Murray, Professor Murray, his plan, basically,
envisions all democrats elected to Congress being either from

Hispanic, African-American majority districts, stated
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Professor Murray. Commentors from conservative interest
groups have stated they would like nothing better than to have
Sheila Jackson Lee as a spokesperson for the democratic
party.

What bothers me about the process is that we are
moving apart from each other. And as we get safer districts
for either Democrats or Republicans, and I know there is
enough blame to go around, we pull each other apart.

It is simply wrong to have Democrats simply
represented by minorities. And we need to -- we need to be
able to create districts that give voters a choice. And I
would assert to you that they have a choice right now so that
they can elect Republican representatives but also represent
Democratic congressmen. And for us to gradually move to safe
districts is not giving the voter much of a choice and it is
pulling us apart.

So I applaud you, Senator Harris, for your -- your
bill that you filed, because it is the best effort, that we
simply leave redistricting behind us and we wait until the
next time comes up. It is simply not a good time to be doing
it. (Applause)

And I also applaud you, Senator Wentworth, because I
think we all know that the process is unhealthy. We have
become -- Texas has become increasingly too partisan. The

bi-partisanship that we enjoyed under then Govenor Bush has
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been touted all the way to Washington. But you and I, all of
us all know, what has happened at the capitol in this last
session. It is unhealthy for us to think of ourselves as
either Democrats or Republicans. We need to simply think of
ourselves as Texans. (Applause)

I am going to sit down. But let me just say this,
historically, this community has been severely neglected. And
I mean all of South Texas. The reason that you see the GI
Forum, the Hector P. Garcia GI Forum or the Felix Longoria GI
Forum is because there has been a neglect by this state for
this area. You know, we had this country, the United States
and Mexico engage in a war over the Nueces strip because they
thought it was valuable. But after that war it was neglected.
We are so far behind the rest of the State of Texas in
infrastructure, in investment in our children. And we simply
want a chance. And so when you see the passions of my friends
from South Texas, then you can understand.

We have in the audience Dr. Ramiro Caso, who is
still with us, and understands the history of what South Texas
has gone through. For many of us they still remember what it
was like to live here. Senator Hinojosa certainly can testify
to that. And we have come a long way. We are dependent on
our voices in Washington and in Austin. And so I would ask
for the Senate, the Senate that has been so pragmatic this

session, to come to our aid and save us from ourselves,
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because we simply do not need redistricting this year. Thank
you. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Representative.
Members, any questions? Thank you.

REPRESENTATIVE PENA: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: The Chair has a card from A.C.
Tony Garcia, who does not wish to testify, but is also a
former state representative. And we wanted to recognize the
Honorable Tony Garcia. Mr. Garcia are you in the audience?
Would you stand, please? He has registered a position against
redistricting. Thank you, Mr. Garcia. (Applause)

The Chair calls Michael Sandroussi, Edcouch-Elsa
Independent School District. Mr. Sandroussi? Okay. He is
not here, but he does indicate that he would like to register
a position against the redistricting. (Applause)

Eloy Garza. Mr. Garza? Mr. Garza has indicated
that he is an elected official and would like to testify, but
he also has indicated and registered a position against
redistricting. We will let the record reflect that.
(Applause)

I just saw Representative Miguel Wise. Miguel,
would you approach, state your name and. . .

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: I am Miguel Wise, District
39.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you for being here.
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REPRESENTATIVE WISE: Thank you, Chairman Duncan.
Thank you, Members. I certainly appreciate the fact that
you-all have thought of the Valley in your public hearings.
And we certainly appreciate the time and effort you have taken
to come on down here to listen to our testimony.

I particularly want to thank Senator Harris for his
comments this afternoon in that they seem very appropriate.
And I know that his comments reflect the open-mindedness of
all of the members of this Committee.

One of the problems that -- that -- that I, many of
us in the House, many of you-all are house broken and have
been where we are at and probably have never seen a session
like we saw this last session. And I know some of the
members, some who happen to be on this Committee, are saying I
am glad in the Senate this session, this past session, and
wasn't in the House.

But I am coming to you with -- with -- with the
belief that many of us share that once bitten, twice shy.
And, with that in mind, and what we have been seeing in the
House, I don't want to impute that, obviously, on the Senate,
especially in light of some of the comments we have made, is
that this process, at least from my point of view, appears to
be nothing more than a -- than a corrupt taxpayer-funded
partisan power play. (Applause)

And I applaud Senator Harris for filing the current
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plan. We come here with really no plan. We have the old Phil
King plan. So we can't even talk about hypotheticals.

You-all have been in Laredo and you have met in San Angelo.
And it seems as if 85 to 90 percent of the individuals who
testified testified against the plan. Many were republicans
and certainly most, if not all, were democrats.

And many folks -- I think I can speak for the GI
Forum who were here today, in that the belief is that public
testimony is being ignored. That despite the fact that
throughout the House hearings throughout the state and at
least the two hearings that you have held today that the --
that the testimony so far has been overwhelmingly against the
redistricting and yet we continue to have these public
hearings as if our voices are being ignored, as if regardless
of what is being said a plan is going to be coming out.

And I am confident that -- that at least the -- the
Democratic senators we have in the House will -- will not vote
to -- to let the plan out on the Senate floor, which is kind
of disturbing when you -- when you read the governor's
statement where he states that after districting he may
consider the RAHC and you may consider Texas Tech Medical
School in El1 Paso. To me that is offering the Democratic
senators from the Valley their 30 pieces of silver to sell out
for redistricting. (Applause) And I certainly feel confident

and I know that -- that at least our two senators that we have



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

38

here in the valley will not -- will not take those 30 pieces
of silver, will -- will not even give anybody the -- the
suggestion that they may be called Judas or Brutas or Benedict
Arnold. They -- they will hold the line and ensure that the
congressional plan remains the same.

One of the things I think that -- that you will
realize today is that a lot of the folks here are very
sophisticated and very intelligent despite the comments of
Speaker Crabb that only two members of the Committee spoke
Spanish and that's why they were not coming to the Valley.

And I applaud -- I applaud, Chairman Duncan, your commitment
to come down here with an open mind.

One of the things that -- that I feel, and many of
the people here feel, is that we want to make sure that the
public testimonies are not just pacifiers to keep us quiet, to
give an illusion that our voices are being heard when, in
fact, they are going to be ignored.

One of the things that really concerns us is the
disenfranchisement that -- that Congressman Hinojosa talked
about. Assuming that the Republicans redraw the congressional
districts but keep all the majority Hispanics and majority
Black districts intact, minority voters in the districts will
be disenfranchised. This would be the single largest
disenfranchisement of minority voters in the history of the

United States since the Voting Rights Act was passed in 1965.
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Many of the congressional districts that are
currently represented by Democrats contain substantial
Hispanic and Black population concentrations, even though they
are less than the majority of the population. I will give you
some examples. Congressman Sandlin has 108,000 Blacks and
48,000 Hispanics. Congressman Turner has 92,000 Blacks and
57,000 Hispanics. Nick Lampson has 142,000 Blacks and 94,000
Hispanics. Chet Edwards has 108,000 Blacks and 107,000
Hispanics. Charlie Stenholm has 27,000 Blacks and 128,000
Hispanics. Martin Frost has 148,000 Blacks and 250,000
Hispanics. Charlie Bell has 148,000 Blacks and 223,000
Hispanics.

Now, here are the grades that were received by these
members based on their voting records from the NAACP and
Hispanic leadership scorecards for the 106th and 107th
Congressional sessions. Max Sandlin, 85 percent NAACP, 85
percent Hispanic leadership. Turner, 72.5 NAACP, 79 percent
Hispanic leadership. Nick Lampson, 81.5 percent NAACP, 85
percent Hispanic leadership. Edwards, 82.5 percent NAACP, 82
percent Hispanic.

Now, let's contrast that with the current Republican
congressmen in neighboring or adjoining districts where many
of the minority voters might end up in a Republican plan. Sam
Johnson, NAACP got a score of 21 percent and a 16 percent from

Hispanic leadership. Sessions, 24.5 percent from NAACP, 16
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percent Hispanic leadership. Brady, 21 NAACP, 7 percent
Hispanic leadership. Congressman Bonilla, 24.5 percent NAACP,
16 percent Hispanic leadership. And he is Hispanic.

So, what -- what truly concerns us is that we will
see the largest disenfranchisement since the -- the Voting
Rights Act. One of the -- the concerns really is -- is what
we what we -- what we have seen to believe to be Delay's New
World Order where absolute power corrupts absolutely. And we
certainly want to ensure that -- that the consideration of the
Senate will certainly be to -- to keep the course and not have
a new plan.

Currently, if -- if -- I can see why -- why Tom
DeLay would want a Republican majority and not a Democratic
majority, because it would hurt African-Americans and
Hispanics. Under a Democratic majority, we would have 20
African-Americans and 10 Hispanics as Chairmen in Congress.

He really wants seats he can win. He doesn't want -- he

doesn't want seats he can win, he wants seats he can't lose.

And -- and, certainly, that is not what Democracy is about.
And that is why -- and that is not why we are here.

I think -- I think Representative Pena was very --
was -- was -- was very -- was correct in -- in his statements
that the -- the folks of Texas have spoken and to do anything

otherwise would be to the detriment of Hispanics, to the

detriment of African-Americans and to the detriment of rural
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Texans.

When the -- when 85 to 90 percent of Stenholm
Republicans testified in San Angelo against redistricting, I
think that sends a pretty loud signal to us legislators that
we should probably stay the course and not continue on with
trying to -- to -- to fix something that is not broken.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Miguel.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: I would be happy to answer any
questions.

SENATOR DUNCAN: Members, any questions of
Representative Wise?

SENATOR WEST: I do.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Senator West.

SENATOR WEST: I would just like to get a copy of
the statistics that you shared with us as relates to the
contiguous districts of those individual minority-influenced
districts that you mentioned a few moments ago.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: If you'd like, I can leave
them with the clerk.

SENATOR WEST: I would like to get them as part of
the record.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: And you can attach them and
make them a part of the record. I have them broken down as
far as the folks I just mentioned. And then I have a score

card for all congressmen, Texas congressmen from the NAACP and
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from Hispanic Leadership.
SENATOR WEST: Mr. Chairman, I would like for that
to be made a part of the record.

SENATOR DUNCAN: Without objection, it will be

ordered.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Representative Gallegos.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Yes, sir. The -- the numbers
that you -- that you noted on Congressman Frost, does that
dictate a -- a majority/minority district?

STATE REPRESENTATIVE WISE: Yes. Congressman Frost
has 147,000 Blacks, 247,000 Hispanics. That would make his
district about 390,000, which would be -- over half of his
district would be minorities.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Almost 400,000.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: That's right.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: And then what -- what -- let's
see. Congressman Hinojosa is not here. What -- what -- he
gave the number on what constitutes a congressional district.
What was it?

(UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER): I think 641.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: 641.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: Something like that. It is in
that range.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: So 400,000, almost 400,00 out of
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641 are minorities.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: That's correct.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Okay. So --

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: And let me tell you what is --
if —- if I might interrupt you. Under the NAACP score card,
he scored a 90.5, NAACP, and a 91 percent with Hispanic
leadership.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: I guess what I am -- what I am
trying to -- the point I am trying to make, and correct me if
I am wrong, is that the testimony that I gave earlier on
Senator Whitmire's district, which mirrors Congressman Frost's
district, yet -- yet the majority of the minorities in that
district chose to elect Senator Whitmire over anybody else as
their representative -- as their senator, that you are saying
to us in testimony that -- that 400,000 that are -- that are
minorities in Congressman Frost's district chose to elect him
as their congressperson in Washington. Is that correct?

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: That's correct.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: So the testimony that I -- that
you heard me say that on the -- on the transcript that was
done between then U.S. Attorney John Cornyn, now U.S. Senator
John Cornyn, then Land Commissioner David Dewhurst, now
Lieutenant Governor Dewhurst, that to try to abolish Senator
Whitmire's district, which mirrors Congressman Frost's

district, would -- would draw an objection from the Justice
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Department, consequently in the same transcript Commissioner
Dewhurst then made a motion for an amendment to Senator
Cornyn, at that time U.S. Attorney, Attorney General Cornyn,
to keep Senator Whitmire's senatorial district intact.

And I guess what I am saying is that both of them --
we are looking at the same -- at the same scenario, the same
facts, the same figures, the same thing that would be -- that
would be put before the Department of Justice on
majority/minority districts under the Voting Rights act, which
you stated, and under those numbers that were in the
transcripts in the LRB. Is that correct?

REPRESENTATIVE WISE. I agree. Yes.

SENATOR GALLEGOS: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Senator Staples.

SENATOR STAPLES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just
have one quick question. I don't think this is working good.

(UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER): Turn it on.

SENATOR STAPLES: Oh, I thought they had them on.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: Just a side comment. You-all
had the Barbecue and Boardwalk this -- this year? The
Barbecue and Boardwalk event that you-all have in Pasadena --

SENATOR STAPLES: Oh, the Bridges Barbecue and the
train -- we did not have it this year. But we certainly
enjoyed you being present, Representative Wise. And it has

been an honor to work with you on legislation throughout the
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years. I know we did this last session.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: Yes, sir.

SENATOR STAPLES: And certainly Representative Pena,
you are a strong advocate. And it was good to work with you
on legislation as well.

I just was wondering the source of the composition
of those congressional districts so that we would know, where
you had the breakdown of the different minority interests in
those populations, what source you were citing there.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: It was -- it was the Census
sources.

SENATOR STAPLES: Okay. So it is just taken from
the 2000 Census.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: Yes, sir.

SENATOR STAPLES: Okay. Right. That's good. Good
to see you today.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: Thank you. Thank you for
having me testify. (Applause)

SENATOR STAPLES: Sure.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Miguel. Good to see
you. Thank you, very much.

SENATOR STAPLES: Thank you, sir.

REPRESENTATIVE WISE: It is a pleasure to be here.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: As another matter of housekeeping,

I do -- the Chair will -- we have a court reporter who is
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working very hard down there. And we will try to take breaks
about every hour and a half, and for the interpreters as well,
for about 10 minutes. Right now we have been going about an
hour and five minutes, so we will keep going. But I just
wanted to let everyone know that we will be doing that in a --
in a few minutes.

We have Ramon Garcia. Judge Garcia is here to
testify. Judge, would you approach, please, and state your
name. (Applause) Good to see you. Judge Garcia of Hidalgo
County.

JUDGE GARCIA: Yes, sir. Good afternoon, Mr.
Chairman and Members of the Committee, and -- well, welcome to
Hidalgo County.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you.

JUDGE GARCIA: And I know that -- I want to
congratulate that individual that was able to mediate the very
difficult circumstances that we encountered early on. But I
believe that that is pointed out by Representative Pena as
part of the passion that has resulted from these years of
neglect.

But I am Ramon Garcia, the county judge of Hidalgo
County. You are going to be given all kinds of statistical
data from some of the other speakers. I want to talk to you
about the effect, if that plan it is allowed to go through,

the adverse impact that you will have on our county. You need



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

47

to know what our county is like, who we are. We are the sixth
largest county in the State of Texas. We are -- well, the
Census Bureau tells us that there are 569,000 people living in
our county. We know different. We know there has got to be
anywhere between 800 to 900,00 people living in Hidalgo
County. We have over 250,000 registered voters. The average
is 25 percent. We are up there. We are at somewhere between
800 to 900,000 plus. We live in an area that is about 3
million people, because that border is not really a barrier.
That's no barrier to anyone. All you got to do is wait in
line and see how long those lines are of people wanting to
come across and come into the U.S. and back and forth.

So we have experienced tremendous growth. We are
the third fastest growth area in the country. Of course, what
that means is we have got some problems. We have got some
needs that need to be addressed. We depend heavily on our
congressmen. As we all know, the reality of politics is, you
know, every congressman out there is going to get so much for
his district. That's the way it is across the country. The
thing you have got, congressmen that are out there fighting
for these discretionary funds. We have a congressman that has
been out there very actively involved and he has been able to
get $800 to $900 million a year in discretionary refunds. And
those funds are spent, approximately 70 percent, in the

primary district. That is -- the dollars are being spent in
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the area from where they are -- that they are representing and
where they get elected from.

We —-- our county is the beneficiary of this type of
assistance from the federal government. We need it. This is
the time because of our explosion, the exploding growth that
we are experiencing, this is not the time to take away that
representation.

Now, another statistic that you need to know about
that is very -- not -- not as well known is that you are
probably -- you are in one of the most patriotic areas in this
country. (Applause) We have produced four Congressional
Medal of Honor winners. (Applause) We have more combat
veterans living in this area than anywhere else in the
country. (Applause) This area has been very well represented
in all of the different conflicts and wars and operations that
this country has been involved in. And I can say that it is
no coincidence that nationally we had individuals from this
area with names like Garza, like Espinoza, like Hernandez
being recognized as heros in this latest Iraqi effort.

What I am really trying to point out is that, you
know, we have earned the right to sit at your table. We do
not feel that it would be proper to sit -- to treat us as
second-class citizens by gutting us the way that is proposed.
(Applause)

I do want to thank you for your efforts here today.
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CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Judge. Any questions.

SENATOR AVERITT: Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: And, Members -- and also Members
-- oh, I am sorry. Senator Averitt.

SENATOR AVERITT: Mr. Chairman, the judge brought up
a good point. There is, in some areas, I presume a
significant difference between the statistical numbers and the
actual Census numbers. Are you advised as to what numbers we
are actually going to be using when drawing, if we draw a map?

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: I think that I will have to confer
with counsel, but I believe that we would be doing the actual
numbers.

SENATOR AVERITT: Actual Census numbers.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Correct.

SENATOR AVERITT: In that regard, I have heard a
couple of numbers today, 652,500 and something thousand. I
was just wondering what the --

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: I think the exact number I read in
my opening statement is in the neighborhood of 651,000.

SENATOR AVERITT: But my question is what is the
Hidalgo County population?

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: I do not know and have that right
before me, but. . .

SENATOR AVERITT: Perhaps one of our --

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: 651,619 persons will be in is the
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requirement for each district.

SENATOR AVERITT: That's the magic number. And at
some point I hope maybe someone will advise us as to the
actual population here, the Census population. Thank you.

JUDGE GARCIA: The U.S. Census in this latest census
return came out with 569,00, then they revised it to 581,000,
but reality being what it is, we have got 800 to 900,000
people here. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: And, Senator, I am advised that we
will be using the Census count. And then, again, the ideal
size is 651,619. And let me also clear up one thing. And I
don't know that I have made this statement in other hearings
that we have had and held. This map that you see over here is
not anything other than the current map that exists that was
drawn by the three-judge panel. Should no action be taken by
the Legislature in this special session or any other, that
will be -- those will be the districts that will be followed.
Those are the current districts. Those are the districts that
your congressional representation is currently elected from.
And, so we, again, do not have any other map before us at this
time on the Committee.

The Chair calls -- thank you, Judge. The Chair
calls Ramiro Silva, the Mayor of Edcouch. Mayor, thank you.
State your -- you will need to state your name and. . .

MAYOR SILVA: Yes. Good afternoon, Senators, Mr.
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Chair. My name is Ramiro Silva. I am the mayor for a small
community in the northern eastern part of Hidalgo County,
Edcouch. Welcome to McAllen. Welcome to the Rio Grande
Valley. Welcome to Hidalgo County.

But let me just say I really believe the -- our
county judge, our state representative, our congressmen to
bring the stats with them. I would like to talk to you about
what it is being economically depressed coming from a small
community, what it is being geographically disadvantaged and
trying to serve as mayor, trying to serve the needs of a
community. It is a small community but with a big heart.
People that are trying to get themselves out of welfare.
People that are trying to be proud of being who they are.
People that are trying to find jobs to show their children, to
make them proud of themselves. And, in doing so, public
officials like myself have to go and find ways of trying to
better their needs, trying to find solutions for their needs.
And, in doing so, I can't do that just from Edcouch alone. I
have to find help from our then State Representative Chuy
Hinojosa, from our now State Representative, Aaron Pena, and
certainly from our Congressman, Mr. Hinojosa.

These folks not only have brought some -- of course,
tremendous educational background, but they have brought
experience. Their background comes from poor people.

Congressman Hinojosa, he is not only, though you will find
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that it says Congressman D-Mercedes, but yet I claim him
because he was born in Edcouch, though he lives -- moved on
about -- a few miles down south. But still, he never forgot
where he came from. And I am proud to say that, you know, he
-- we became friends and not only because I am a mayor for
that small community, but because he went back and home and
said, you know, "I am here to show you folks what we can do

together. I will be your voice in Washington," just like our
voice in Austin with Mr. Pena. And though we also have in our
own precinct tremendous support from our own Precinct
Commissioner in Silvia Handy, and together, Senators, I try,
and we work together trying to find solutions for our
communities, for our people, because they certainly want a
better way of life.

Our area is not only Edcouch. I try to say that we
come from a small area which we are called delta area. And a
delta area for many years has been somewhat geographically
disadvantaged since we sit out on the eastern northern part of
the county. The growth seems to be on the border areas, but
yet that is not what we have found with this type of
representation. And if they take that away from us, our
hopes, our faith, will, again, begin to crumble.

So all I ask is to please let us continue with the
efforts of our people in trying to find solutions for their

needs. And that is why I am here representing our community,
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though it is economically depressed, but we have a tremendous
future and the support of these individuals. And allow us to
keep what we have so we can become a better community, a
working community. Because, like they say, idle hands are the
Devil's work. And like they say, my people aren't a thief,
they say, but the lack of money has made them. No, I don't
think so. They are proud to be who they are. And I am proud
to say that this is our home. And we are going to do
something about.

Thank you for your time. God bless you all.
(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Mayor. Members, any
questions? Thank you.

The Chair calls Polo Palacios, Mayor of the City of
Pharr. He does not wish to testify, but would like to be
shown as registering a position against redistricting. Thank
you. (Applause)

The Chair recognizes Miguel Castillo, Jr., the
former Mayor of the City of Mercedes. Mr. Castillo, please
approach and state your name for the record.

MR. CASTILLO, JR.: Mr. Chairman, Members of the
Committee on the Texas Senate Committee for the restricting
hearings. My name is Miguel Castillo, Jr. and I am the
immediate past Mayor for the City of Mercedes.

Prior to serving nine years as Mayor for the City of
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Mercedes, I served three terms of two years each as
Commissioner for the City of Mercedes, giving me a total of 15
years of public service.

Let me say that the reason I am here, and I will
make it short, because all of the good points have already
been explained and there is no need to go into repetition.

But let me say that Mercedes is the home town of our
Congressman, Ruben Hinojosa. And we are all very proud. We
have some Mercedes citizens here in the audience, and we are
very proud to make sure that we come and support him and back
him up. (Applause) We are very proud when he was a member of
the State Board of Education. Prior to that, he used to be a
member of our local board of education in Mercedes. And then
now that he is a U.S. Congressman, we are extremely proud of
him.

Also, let me say that I am very proud and very
honored to represent the City of Mercedes. Having represented
not only as a commissioner and as a city mayor, but also as a
citizen, because Mercedes is the birth place of the previous
U.S. Congressman, Mr. Eligio "Kika" De La Garza. And he used
to live there. And then he moved to Mission. And he married
a beautiful lady from Edinburg, if I understand correctly. So,
with that in mind, I think that what I am trying to say is
that all I am asking on behalf of the citizens of Mercedes and

I am pretty sure that the commission that we have now, I
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talked to one of the commissioners, the mayor protem, Henry
Hinojosa, when he was here, and he said that they are all for
it. All we want is to say please leave the plan alone. Leave
it the way it is.

As I understand, this opportunity comes every 10
years. We are happy with the way it is right now. We want to
leave our U.S. Congressman from our home town in the place
where he is. Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I
appreciate it. Members, any questions.

SENATOR WENTWORTH: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Senator Wentworth.

SENATOR WENTWORTH: If I could add to this, Mr.
Mayor. I am -- I want you to know that in addition to having
members in the audience who are citizens of Mercedes, I too,
along with Kika De La Garza was born in Mercedes. I am
pleased to be here. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Commissioner Hector Palacios,
Hidalgo County Commissioner, Precinct Two. Commissioner
Palacios. Oh, does not wish to testify. I am sorry. I have
a card for Mr. -- for Commissioner Palacios who does not wish
to testify but would like to register a position against.
(Applause)

The Chair calls Commissioner Sylvia Handy, Hidalgo

County, Precinct One. Commissioner, please approach. State
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your name.

COMMISSIONER HANDY: Yes. My name is Sylvia Handy.
I represent Precinct One of the County of Hidalgo. Senators,
you look tired. Welcome to Hidalgo County.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER HANDY: Senators, I represent, and Mr.
Chairman, nine cities and 10 school districts in Hidalgo
County. I also represent 880 colonias. The message from my
constituents to you is simple. "Leave things alone."
(Applause) My constituents oppose redistricting of our county
and so do I. (Applause) Let's keep Hidalgo County whole. It
would create the biggest chaotic situation for us.
Financially, we are not prepared to redistrict. It affects
what our elections administration can estimate as 206
registered voters -- 600 -- I am sorry. 206,000 registered
voters. Our budget is already spread very thin. We must be
careful when we cut lines to be redistricting. I don't think
any county is prepared financially for redistricting, the
manhours, the overtime.

In this county, we still input votes -- voters --
voter's registration manually. We are still making
corrections from the 2001 redistricting. We are barely able
to see the light at the end of the tunnel. Please, please,
don't cut us up. Leave Hidalgo County whole.

I represent, like Mayor Ramiro Silva from Edcouch
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indicated, and the Mayor from Mercedes, I represent the
poorest section of Hidalgo County. When I took office in
1997, I was appalled at the conditions that my people were
living in. They were practically living in third world
conditions. They didn't have basic necessities. They didn't
have potable water. We are barely trying to pave some of
those colonia roads, as you well know.

So we need our representation. We need to keep our
congressman to represent our County of Hidalgo, and our state
representatives the way they are. Our people are so
comfortable with them because they can identify with them.
So, please, again, register me as being opposed to the
redistricting. Thank you very much. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Commissioner. Members,
any questions?

We have a card from Theresa Navarro, the Hidalgo
County Elections Administrator. And does not wish to testify,
but Ms. Navarro would like to register a position against
redistricting. (Applause)

We also have a card from Carolyn Moon of Nueces
County, Precinct 48. Commissioner Moon wishes to -- does not
wish to testify but would like to register a position against
redistricting. (Applause)

I informed you earlier that we would try to take a

break about every hour and a half. It is that time for us to
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do that right now. I am sure many of you would like to walk
and stretch and refresh. When we come back, though, and hang
on before you leave, make sure that we want to get started, so
we have about over 300 cards that we need to get through here.
And we want to make sure that everyone has an opportunity to
be heard. First up when we come back will be Nedra Kinerk,
K-I-N-E-R-K, next will be Robert Anguiano, and Gilberto Garza
will be our first three witnesses when we come back. The --
it is the intent of the Chair to convene at 6 p.m. The Chair
-—- or the Committee will stand in recess until 6 p.m.

(Short break)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: All right, Members, we are back in
order. Nedra Kinerk, would you please approach and state your
name?

MS. KINERK: Senators, elected officials, and
citizens, thank you for the opportunity to speak on this
matter. I am Nedra Kinerk. I am a citizen of McAllen, Texas.
I am here to speak adamantly against any new redistricting
proposal. This proposed -- (Applause) this proposed
redistricting disenfranchises me, my family, my neighbors
across South Texas. And that includes Republicans and
Democrats. It is gerrymandering at its worst. It is taxation
without representation. The so-called tax cuts don't help me
or most people I know down here. (Applause)

They have only increased the fees and the local and
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state taxes that we have to pay for everything else.
(Applause) So we have got, in essence, more taxes with all of
these, and drastic cuts in education and health services, and
then we lose representation. We are being disenfranchised.
Please, do not take away our representation in South Texas.
Please, do not pass any new redistricting plan. Thank you.
(Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Ms. Kinerk. Members,
any questions of Ms. Kinerk? All right. Thank you.

The Chair calls Robert Anguiano. Excuse me. I
can't read. Mr. Anguiano, are you present? Robert Anguiano.
Let the record reflect that Mr. Anguiano has registered a
position against redistricting. (Applause)

The Chair calls Gilbert Garza of McAllen.

Mr. Garza, would you approach? Gilbert -- or Gilberto Garza.
Gilberto Garza. Mr. Garza, are you in the audience? Let the
record reflect that Mr. Garza has registered a position
against redistricting. (Applause)

The Chair calls Mr. Ralph Clark. Mr. Clark, would
you approach? I know Mr. Clark was here earlier. Ralph
Clark. Okay. Mr. Clark. Let the record reflect that Mr.
Clark has registered a position against redistricting. Mr.
Clark is from McAllen, Texas. (Applause)

The Chair calls Arnold Zarate.

MR. ZARATE: I am here.
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CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Mr. Zarate. Will you
please approach and state your name and who you represent. And
let me remind all of the witnesses that you have five
minutes. Thank you.

MR. ZARATE: Mr. Chairman, my name is Arnold Zarate.
I was born in Rio Grande City. Our friendly congressman, I am
sure, is familiar with the community. And I have lived in
McAllen since 1979. And I recall the words of Lyndon B.
Johnson. In '64, '65, shortly after he was able to get the
civil rights law passed in our country, when he said to one of
his friends, "You can kiss the South goodbye." He was talking
about the Democratic party. He was talking about the
Democratic party because he knew, he had the vision that being
a conservative party for the South, they would turn and become
Republicans. The dark cloud of the Republican Party has come
over Texas, unfortunately.

I am against redistricting in this case because it
represents the power of the Republican Party, which is --
whose interests are not in the interests of the people of
South Texas. (Applause) It's not in the interests of the
people of South Texas. For the people of South Texas, because
many of them are, of course, coerced intellectually into
believing something is good about being conservative. I don't
know what there is to commend, to commend -- to recommend

about being conservative. In South Texas it represented
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segregated schools. The Mexican kids and the so-called White
folks were not in the same schools. The Republican Party
represents conservative ideas, conservative policies.

When we -- when the conservatives of the South being
Democrats held their power, we had lynching. There was
lynching. There is Blacks who were lynched daily in small
communities across the South for nearly 80 years. And who was
there to stop an anti-lynching law? It was the members of the
congress who dominated the committee chairmen --
Chairmanships. They were Democrats. They were the
conservative racist Democrats of the South.

And what have we had since 19652 Well, of course,
now -- by the way, we -- the Democrats of the South at least
voted for social issues such as Social Security and farm
subsidies, along with the Democrats of the north, or that is
the liberals of the north.

The people of South Texas would not, would not
benefit at all from redistricting, which, of course, the goal
of it -- of that is to increase the number of Republicans in

the Congress. And, by the way, it might happen. It might

happen.

To be a liberal is something that is now anthema in
-- in the -- in the -- the public discourse, the dialogue. Who
was -- for example, the Republican who was a great Republican

president of the United States, the Republican Party, which
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is, of course, holding itself proudly conservative, called
itself the party of Lincoln. What did Lincoln do? He freed
the slaves. The most liberal thing he could possibly have
done in this country. And they have the gall to call
themselves the party of Lincoln. They are not at all the
party of Lincoln.

If you know history, if you know the -- who is the
greatest single person, greatest American we ever had? And
that's Thomas Jefferson. Who, by the way, of course, was
called a Republican. We know, of course, that is the modern
Democrat Party. And why is he the greatest American? Because
he did the most liberal thing, bring to the -- to create this
great country of ours by doing what? By changing the system
from authoritarian, monarchical rule, to giving rule from the
people. The people's authority. The people's government.
Those are the enlightenment ideas, the great enlightenment
ideas of John Locke, and Voltaire, and Diderot. Those are
liberal things. That is what our country is all about, is
being liberal.

If there is this redistricting, why, of course, the
conservatives would dominate even more than they do now.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Mr. Zarate. Could you
you please wrap up.

MR. ZARATE: Yes. I thank you for -- for listening

to me. I respect you and I trust we are talking on the
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political level. And I am glad that I had the opportunity.
Thank you. If you have any questions, I would be more than
glad to address them.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: We appreciate your testimony
today. Members, any questions of Mr. Zarate? Thank you very
much. (Applause)

The Chair has a card from Joe Martindale who does
not wish to testify, but has submitted written testimony in
favor of redistricting. Thank you, Mr. Martindale.
(Applause/Boos)

The Chair recognizes R. David Guerra. Mr. Guerra,
would you approach and state your name, who you represent.

MR. GUERRA: Thank you. My name is David Guerra. I
represent myself and my business interests. It is Guerra, or
Guererra or Guerra, however you want to pronounce it. But I
learned to pronounce it as Guerra.

Just very quickly. I want to first thank the
Committee for allowing me as a citizen to exercise my civil
liberty to protest the possible actions to be taken by my
government. I mean, that's what we are doing right now. We
are protesting possible actions to be taken by my government.
(Applause) I am a product of South Texas, born in Alice,
been here seven generations, lived in San Antonio, lived in
Austin, lived in Laredo. I worked for a company that was

founded on the border. 1Its name is International Bancshares.
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We have business interests in San Antonio and Austin, Laredo,
Brownsville and throughout the border. And I can tell you
that those interests in our different markets are very
diverse,

totally different.

My challenges as a banker in McAllen, Texas are
totally different as the -- to the challenges I have in
Houston or the challenges I have in Austin, or, even, for that
fact, San Antonio. We are at the point where Hidalgo County
is right now divided into two sections. We prefer to have one
Congressional district where all of Hidalgo County is in it.
We have just now at this point created the critical mass that
gives us the political power and economic strength that you so
clearly see today, that we did not have 20 years ago, 10 years
ago, 15 years ago. Our University of Texas, Pan American
getting tremendous political support from the new leadership
in South Texas. Our South Texas Community College, growing at
a tremendous pace, a lot of it having to do because of the
critical political mass that we have now in South Texas.

If you look at all of the economic factors, all the
demographic factors that you can see -- that you can see and
whether it has been the democratic power in place or
republican power in place, the leadership of this South Texas
community has had tremendous success. And that's because the

leadership both in the business and political world are
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working together to make things happen for the border.

I hear that while, "Well, you may have three
congressmen to represent your county, you get three for the
price of one." I say to you, I get zero for the price of
three, because my political influence or my ability to visit
with one congressional member on one issue, I have to go visit
three different congressional members that may tell me that,
quite frankly, they don't have time for Hidalgo County or the
surrounding counties because you are just a very diluted
amount of my voting base. (Applause)

They may give me all the -- they may give me all --
they may say all the right things, but in political reality,
it's a dilution. And as an individual citizen exercising my
right to protest the possible actions of my government, why
does this Committee, this Congress, this state body want to do
dilute my personal ability to be an effective person, citizen
to talk about what is important to me? You are diluting my
strength. Why should I accept that? Why should anyone on the
border accept that, only when we are at the point when we are
creating critical mass that allows us to be a player in the
State of Texas.

You can -- you can blame the Democrats, you can
blame Republicans. But why dilute me now today? Why today?
It makes no sense to me as a businessman, as an investor, and

as a father. And I ask of you, all of you, to go back to your
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colleagues, when you go make -- when you pass those rules as
to how you are going to handle the state House, to really
search into your hearts and say are we actually doing what is
right for the individual citizens of South Texts or are we
doing what is right for my political party? (Applause)

That is what is so critical.

So, please, all I ask is that you take that into
account. Setting aside -- setting aside partisan politics,
think about that. Think about my children that are at UT, my
children at Pan Am, and everything else that is going on here
in South Texas. You will dilute us. And we will -- we will
not get the attention of either party. Thank you. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Thank you, Mr. Guerra. Any
questions of Mr. Guerra?

The Chair recognizes -- I can't read their writing.
I am sorry. The Chair recognizes Steve Ahleuius, we believe.
Steve, are you here and help us? I am sorry I don't always
pronounce these right. I am a bit disabled.

(UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER): On the sign-in sheet, he is
a doctor.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Well, we -- yeah, you are one of
our doctors. We are going to --

MR. AHLEUIUS: It is Steve Ahleuius.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: Okay.

MR. AHLEUIUS: And, unfortunately, my daughter is
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going to go through life as "Miscellaneous" and so (laughter)
and so that is the easiest way to remember how to pronounce
it.

CHAIRMAN DUNCAN: I think that is the quote of the
day.

MR. AHLEUIUS: Mr. Chairman, my name is Steve
Ahleuius, and I am president and CEO of the McAllen Chamber of
Commerce. And I am here today probably to reiterate some of
the facts that have already been presented to you. But to
state that we are emphatically opposed to the redistricting
plan that is being considered by the House and possibly by the
Senate.

We find it will be detrimental to the economic
growth of our area and our community for a lot of different
reasons. But I wanted give you a real quick background about
some of the success that this area has achieved over the last
10 years. And part of that or a good part of that is a result
of efforts from Congress Hinojosa and also other elected
officials who are very focused in on dealing with issues and
problems for our area.

McAllen is the fourth fastest growing city in the
country. Forbes Magazine last year ranked McAllen as the
fifth best place to do business in the United States. Two
weeks ago, Visa Credit Card announced McAllen was the number

one city in the United States for credit transactions by
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Mexican Nationals, beating out such cities as New York, Los
Angeles, Dallas, Houston and even San Antonio.

McAllen for the year 2002 was the sixth ranked city
in the State of Texas in sales tax receipts. Our economy
continues to out-pace other parts of the State of Texas, but
it -- and that success is in no part -- in a large part due to
the efforts of our congressional -- of our congressmen.

Now, there are a couple of issues that are facing
our community that I am going to -- I am going to list to you
and you will probably sit there like any other person from
outside this region and go, "I don't understand what that is
all about." We have issues such as the laser visa, exit and
entry controls because of Homeland Security, funding for
Homeland Security, the manifesto issue, staffing by U.S.
Customs and the Homeland Security Department on the
International Bridge, funding for construction for the new
Anzulduas International Bridge to the Expressway 83.

And these are issues that are impacting our
community. And having a congressman who is from this area,
who wsa born here, who lives here, who grew up here,
understands the issues of immediately. Congressman Hinojosa
has -- we know where he has come from. He knows what the
issues are. And he knows where he is going. And so we don't
have to spend a lot of time bringing him up to speed about the

issues. I think he has -- he has a grasp and understanding of
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those issues. That if we had a representative from another
part of the state or from away from the border, I think it
would dilute our efforts.

And so I think it is critical to our success. I
will remind you, and several people have already before, that
we have one of the highest unemployment rates in the country.
It is coming down. If the congressman didn't mention this,
but when he took office, I think our employment rate was
probably at 21 percent. I think we are now hovering between
13 and 14 percent. We have one of the lowest per capita
incomes in the country. And, again, there is a lot of efforts
and focus in on creating jobs, creating opportunities and
education. But we are all pulling together in the same
direction. And if we -- if you dilute or split Hidalgo County
we lose that focus.

If the -- if a congressman from another part of the
state represents this area and you dilute the population base
of Hidalgo County by splitting it into two or to three, we
lose that focus. And when we lose that focus, we open the
opportunity for us not to be successful.

And with all of these issues that we have facing us
as a community, one single misstep means lost jobs, it means
unemployment, it means lost educational opportunities.

And if anybody, as you-all well know, the State of

Texas is for opportunity. That is why I think we have some of
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the highest economic growth and activity going on in this
region, is because of the amount of economic activity and
opportunity we have.

And so I would encourage you by keeping Hidalgo
County whole, keeping McAllen whole, you enable us to continue
on the road that we started out to make this