RELEASE  \_~~ /

CAPITOL OFFICE
P.O. Box 12068
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711
512/463-0129
FAX 512/463-7 100

SENATOR JOSE RODRIGUEZ
DISTRICT 29

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Sito Negron
July 20, 2016 915.351.3500 (0) / / 915-227-0360 (m)

SDC statement on Fifth Circuit's ruling
finding Texas Voter ID law discriminatory

Austin - Today, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit held that the "district court did
not clearly err in determining that SB 14 has a discriminatory effect on minorities’ voting rights
in violation of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act." This is now the fourth federal court to find
the Texas "Voter ID" law discriminates against minority voters in Texas.

Sen. José Rodriguez released the following statement, on behalf of the members of the Texas
Senate Democratic Caucus, regarding today's ruling:

The evidence has once again proven that the Voter ID law enacted by the Texas
Legislature in 2011, one of the most restrictive in the nation, discriminates
against minority voters in Texas. Senate Democrats unanimously voted against it
because it was clear the motivation for the law had little to do with preventing
voter fraud and more to do with restricting eligible minority voters' access to the
polls. We look forward to the Court's remedy to ensure all eligible citizens have
their voting rights protected in the upcoming November election.
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Senator Rodriguez currently serves as the Chairman of the Texas Senate Democratic Caucus, and is a member of
the Senate Committees on Education; Health and Human Services; Veteran Affairs and Military Installations;
Nominations; and Agriculture, Water, and Rural Affairs.
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