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Sen. Rodríguez's statement on Supreme Court 
ruling on House Bill 2 

 
El Paso - State Sen. Rodríguez released the following statement regarding the Supreme Court's 
5-3 ruling on Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt:  
 

The Supreme Court’s landmark decision reaffirms a woman’s constitutional right 
to access safe and legal abortion no matter where she lives. This decision adds to 
long-established precedent that the U.S. Constitution protects a woman’s right to 
make her own decisions for her health, family, and future, without unwarranted, 
burdensome government interference. Today’s decision will allow Texas’ 
remaining clinics to keep their doors open, and for other clinics to open or 
reopen, improving much-needed access to care for women across the state. My 
constituents in El Paso and far west Texas will no longer have to travel hundreds 
of miles to access safe and legal abortion care. 
 
Make no mistake – this is a victory for our Texas families and women’s rights. 
From its inception, H.B. 2 has been a thinly veiled attempt to restrict access to 
safe and legal abortion, offered under the condescending pretext “of protecting 
women.” It is the culmination of a decade-long mission to dismantle access to 
women’s health services – whether that’s abortion or contraception. Our state 
laws force doctors to give Texans grossly medically inaccurate information, and 
require women to undergo unnecessary ultrasounds, face mandatory delays, and 
make extra, medically unnecessary visits to the clinic. For a state that prides itself 
as having less government interference, its leaders have embraced government 
intrusion into the private lives of women, depriving them of their autonomy. 
 
Undoubtedly, with this defeat, we will face renewed attacks on women during the 
next legislative session. I continue to stand with Texas families and their health 
care providers, and pledge to continue to fight unnecessary laws that endanger 
women’s health and rob women of their respect and dignity. 

 
*** 



 
José Rodríguez represents Texas Senate District 29, which includes the counties of El Paso, Hudspeth, Culberson, 
Jeff Davis, and Presidio. He represents both urban and rural constituencies, and more than 350 miles of the Texas-
Mexico border. Senator Rodríguez currently serves as the Chairman of the Texas Senate Democratic Caucus, and is 
a member of the Senate Committees on Education; Health and Human Services; Veteran Affairs and Military 
Installations; Nominations; and Agriculture, Water, and Rural Affairs. 
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